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Du’a for Reading the Book 



Read the following Dua (supplication) before you study a religious book or an 
Islamic lesson, you will remember whatever you study, 



jJL i\j Ullp 





^~JranS fat ion 



Yd Allah Js-sv-/ Open the portal of knowledge and wisdom for us, and have mercy 
on us! O the One who is the most Honourable and Glorious! 

(Al-Mustatraf, vol. 1, pp. 40) 



Note: Recite Salat-‘Alan-NabI ffp- once before and after the Dua. 
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Preface 



The Renowned and Revered Prophet has stated, ‘On the Day of Judgement, 

[people of] my Ummah will be greater in number than those of all other Prophets.’ (Sahih 
Muslim, pp. 128, Hadis 331) 



Commenting on the foregoing Hadis, a renowned exegetist Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan 
ctliJiAji kzj^ogj. has stated: There will be 120 rows of the Heaven-dwellers out of which 80 
will be from the Ummah of our Beloved Prophet Muhammad Mustafa JUs^b^Jusi&i 
and 40 will be from those of other Prophets (Jami ' Tinnitr, vol. 4, pp. 245, Hadis 

2555 ) The honourable Mufti Jsus ^ has further stated, ‘As the Noble Prophet 
j* is the sovereign of all other Prophets his Ummah is also the 

sovereign of all other Ummahs.’ 

Millions of thanks to Allah JsA*- who has created us human beings and has made us 
Muslim from among the Ummah of His Beloved and Blessed Prophet (jJlij &ul 

One of the reasons of the greatness & glory, dignity & sanctity, and elevation & 
exaltation given to this Ummah in the world and the Hereafter by Allah Js-sS^ is that this 
Ummah fulfils the commandment of j (i.e. conveying the call to 

righteousness and preventing evils)’. Here is verse 110 of Surah Al-e-Tmran, part 4 with 
its translation from page 129 of the sacred Kanz-ul-Iman published by Maktaba-tul- 
Madinah, the publishing department of Dawat-e-Islami. Allah JU-sA- has said: 







You are the best amongst all the nations that emerged among the people - you 
command what is good and prohibit what is evil and you believe in Allah. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman ( Translation of Quran)] (Part 4, Surah Al- ‘Imran, verse 110) 
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Dear Islamic brothers! Every Muslim is a preacher - whether he is a scholar or a student, 
an Imam of a Masjid or a Muazzin, a Pir or a disciple, a trader or a customer, an 
employer or an employee, an officer or a labourer, a ruler or a common man - no matter 
whatever his professional and social status, he should continue to promote Sunnah, 
conveying the ‘call to righteousness’ to the people he lives or works with. He should 
strive to perform this sacred task with good intentions for the pleasure of Allah jWA 
making the best possible use of his abilities. 

Regretfully, today’s Muslims have been extremely lazy in performing this vitally needed 
Madam activity. In order to transform this laziness into fervour, Dawat-e-Islami, a 
global & non-political religious movement of the Quran and Sunnah, has already taken 
several pragmatic and realistic steps by organizing Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima’at, Madam 
Qafilahs, area-visit to convey the call to righteousness, Madam Tarbiyyatl courses, Fard 
‘Ulum course, Madam Channel and Dars from Faizan-e-Sunnat etc. By the grace of 
Allah five chapters of Faizan-e-Sunnat, i.e. (i) Blessings of dil (ii) Islamic 

Manners of Eating (iii) Excellence of Hunger (iv) Blessings of Ramadan and (v) Backbiting 
- A Cancer in Our Society, have so far come out. In your hands is now the sixth chapter 
‘Call to Righteousness ’ that contains the excellence and virtues of conveying the ‘call to 
righteousness’ and disadvantages of abandoning it. (This is a very vast chapter. I have 
intended to work on many topics such as parables of Prophets -isjb IAAi sacrifices 
made by the blessed companions for ‘call to righteousness’, ‘call to righteousness’ by 
Karamah [i.e. saintly miracle], ‘call to righteousness’ by letters, post-demise ‘call to 
righteousness’ and adolescent preachers etc. Death may come anytime. May Allah Js-W- 
bless and protect my dear Madam Majlis ‘Al-Madlna-tul-Tlmiyyah’! It is my will to this 
Majlis to carry on working on these topics even after my demise, and include them in 
Faizan-e-Sunnat.) 

This book comprises almost 125 Quranic verses, 249 sayings of the Holy Prophet 
usftfcij*, 113 admonitory parables, 51 Madam parables and hundreds of Madam 
pearls on different topics. By the grace of Allah Js-iA, I hope that this book will further 
boost the enthusiasm of Islamic brothers and sisters for the great Madam activity of ‘call 
to righteousness’. We have done our utmost to remove flaws and errors from this book. 
The Mufti of Dawat-e-Islami’s ‘Dar-ul-Ifta Ahl-e-Sunnat’ has also checked it from Shar’i 
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point of view. I am very much sensitive about mistakes. JU-;v I prefer to have my 

books, booklets and couplets of Na’at checked by scholars before publication for fear 
that if some wrong ruling gets published and people start acting accordingly, I may be 
held answerable to that in the Hereafter, Anyway, we have done our best but 

the possibility of mistakes cannot still be ruled out. Therefore, if you find any Shar’i 
mistake in this book, please inform me about it with good intentions, and get deserving 
of great reward. I will not argue unreasonably in favour of my standpoint but will back 
down from it with thanks, 



Entreaty of 'Attar 

It is my Madani entreaty to all Islamic brothers and sisters to give at least two Dars (one 
of which should be in home) with good intentions for the pleasure of Allah That is, 
read out passages to Muslims from this book at two different times. If anyone, 
overwhelmed by hearing the Dars given by you starts treading the path of Quran and 
Sunnahs, you will also become successful, Jmv- -djijO, a. The Noble Prophet 
has stated, ‘If Allah JsW- blesses even a single person with guidance by you, this is better 
for you than having red camels.’ (Sahrh Muslim, pp. 1311, Hadis 2406 ) 

In the exegesis of the foregoing Hadis, ‘Allamah Yahya Bin Sharaf NawavT Aji 
has stated: Red camels used to be considered a precious asset among the Arabs, and thus 
were mentioned here as an example. This is just for explanation; otherwise, the truth is 
that even an iota of the never-ending Hereafter is better than countless mortal worlds. 

(Sharah Muslim lin-NawavT, vol. 15, pp. 178) 



Du’a of Attar 

Ya Allah Js-sM Whoever reads the book ‘ Call to Righteousness (part 1)’ from beginning 
to end within 25 days and give or listen to two Dars daily from ‘Faizan-e-Sunnat\ bless 
him with steadfastness in Iman, vision of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet i j* 

during his death agonies, recitation of Kalimah at the time of his death, comfort in his 
grave and on resurrection, forgiveness without accountability out of Your mercy, and an 
abode in Jannat-ul-Firdaus in the neighbourhood of Your Beloved Prophet 
May all these prayers be answered for me, scholars, checkers and all those who have 
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cooperated in the completion of this book, including the Nigran and members of Majlis 
Maktaba-tul-Madinah, and the whole staff of Maktaba-tul-Madinah. Ya Allah 
Forgive the entire Ummah. 



Hay Tujh say Du’ a Rab-e-Rahmat, maqbul ho F aizan-e-Sunnat 
Ghar ghar Masjid Masjid park ker Islami bhdT sundtd rahay 



Translation: It is my prayer to the Merciful Allah js-sv- that ‘ Faizan-e-Sunnaf be popular 
throughout the world. May people give Dars from it at homes, Masajid etc. 



(jp j Ui all I 
jliS all! 



ij JU5 iill Ji. slit 

J\ \’£y 



2 Ramadan-ul-Mubarak, 1432 AH 
August 3, 2011 
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23 Intentions for Reading this Book 



The Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind 

JUs-jdhsisfcJkSiiii j* has stated: 



Two Madani pearls 

❖ Without a good intention, no reward is granted for a righteous deed. 

❖ The more righteous intentions one makes, the more reward he will gain. 

Intentions 

1-4. Every time I read this book, I will start by reciting Hamd 1 , Salat 2 , Ta’awwuz 3 and 
Tasmiyah 4 (One can act upon all these four intentions by reading the Arabic lines 
given at the top of this page). 

5. I will read this book from beginning to end for the pleasure of Allah jWK 

6-7. To the best of my ability, I will try to read it in the state of Wudu 6 , facing the 




The intention of a Muslim is better than his deed. 
(Al-Mu'jam-ul-KabTr, vol. 6, pp. 185, Hadis 5942) 



Qiblah 7 . 



8. I will behold the Quranic verses, 



9. and the blessed Ahadis 
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10. (Whilst reading the book) Whenever I read the blessed word ‘Allah’, I will say 

« f ^ 

11. and whenever I read the blessed name of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet I will 

read fuA • 

12. I will learn Shar’i rulings. 

13. If I am unable to comprehend some ruling, I will consult with scholars. 

14. Acting upon the advice given in the narration: jyj ffd i Ac. ‘ Mercy 

descends at the time of the mentioning of the pious.’ (Hilyat-ul-Awliya, vol. 7, pp. 335, 
HaclTs 10750) I will reap the blessings of the mentioning of the pious by relating the 
parables of pious saints from this book, to others. 

15. (On my personal copy) I will underline essential and important things and points to 
highlight them. 

16. (On my personal copy) I will note down important points on the ‘page of notes.’ 

17. In order to read the book completely with the intention of gaining religious knowledge 
I will read some pages daily and earn the reward (of gaining religious knowledge). 

18. I will persuade others to read this book. 

19. With the intention of acting upon the Hadis: 'jS'A ‘ Give gifts to each other, it 

will enhance affection amongst you,’ (Muwatta imam Malik, vol. 2, pp. 407, Hadrs 1731)1 will 
buy (one or as many copies of this book as I can afford) and will gift them to others. 

20. After I have gifted them to others, I will ask them to set a target for reading this book 
completely (for example - within 25 days). 

21. I will teach those who do not know. 

22. I will make Isal-e-Sawab of reading this book to the entire Ummah. 

23. If I find any Shar’i mistake, I will inform the publisher about the mistake in writing 
(to inform the publisher and the author verbally is usually ineffective). 
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Ijtima’ of forgiveness 

Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah at*. &A)l CS^O" has narrated that the Renowned and Revered 
Prophet JUs-idbs^Jta&iiiJ* has stated, ‘There are some touring angels of Allah When 
they pass by the gatherings of Zikr, they say to each other: Sit (here). When those 
making Zikr (in the gathering) make Dua, these angels say Amin 1 to their Dua. When 
they recite Salat-‘Alan-Nabi, the angels also recite Salat with them. When they disperse, 
the angels say to each other that there are glad tidings for these fortunate people as they 
are returning, forgiven.’ (Jam’-ul-Jawami’ lis-Suyutl, vol. 3, pp. 125, Hadis 7750) 



JUd ali! 




Three virtues of attending Masjid 

AiV How excellent the gatherings of Zikr are! Remember that Sunnah-Inspiring 

Ijtima’at, Dars and Ijtima’-e-Zikr-o-Na’at are also considered the gatherings of Zikr. 
How fortunate are the Muslims who attend these merciful Ijtima’at wholeheartedly, 
attaining the privilege of forgiveness by Divine grace! However, not everyone is able to 
get the privilege of attending these Ijtima’at of forgiveness; only the fortunate ones are 
blessed with it. As it is a highly virtuous and reward-earning deed to attend the Madam 
sessions of Dars and speeches normally held in Masajid, satan also does his utmost to 



i.e. may what they ask for, be granted to them. 
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prevent people from attending Masjid. Launch a ‘Masjid-filling campaign’. Persuade 
Muslims to attend Masjid and thus make satan unsuccessful. 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdur Rahman Bin Ma’qil has stated, ‘We have heard (from 

learned scholars) jLW" cf» i.e. Masjid is a strong fort for protection from 

satan. (Musannaf Ibn AblShaybah, vol. 8, pp. 172) For your persuasion, here are three sayings of 
the Beloved and Blessed Prophet about the excellence of Masjid: 

1. Without doubt, those attending and making others attend the houses of Allah Js-W 
are actually the true bondmen of Allah. (Al-Mu’jam-ul-Awsat, vol. 2, pp. 58, Hadis 2502) 

2. One who loves Masjid Allah Js-sS^ makes him His beloved, (ibid, vol. 4, pp. 400, Hadis 
6383) 

3. When a bondman keeps staying in Masjid for Zikr or Salah, Allah sees him 
with mercy, as the family members of the one who had gone missing rejoice when 
he returns. (Sunan Ibn Majah, vol. 1, pp. 438, Hadis 800) 



Woh saldmat raha qiydmat mayn Park liye jis nay dil say char Salam 

Mayray Piyaray pay mayray Aqd per MayrT janib say lakh bar Salam 

MayrT bigrl bandnay wdlay per Bhayj ay mayray Kirdgdr Salam 



Translation: Whoever has sincerely recited a few Salam will remain unharmed on the 
Day of Judgement. May millions of Salam be upon my Beloved Master jusabi j* 

from me! O my Creator! Send Salam to Your Beloved Prophet J* who has 

removed troubles and tribulations from me. 



(Jp (JUu ail I Jv-d? 




Allah is not dependent 

Dear Islamic brothers! Allah Js-W is Omnipotent. He Js-:W is not dependent on anyone. 
He AfeW has created this world, adorned it with different things, and has made it an 
abode for humans, revealing His omnipotence. He continued to send His Rusul 
and Prophets in the world from time to time for the guidance of mankind. 
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If He J s-^A wills, He Js-sA can make wicked people get reformed even without Prophets 
but He Js-sA has willed that His bondmen convey the call to righteousness, 
endure hardships in His path and then gain great rewards and ranks from His court. 
Therefore, Allah Js-sA continued to send His Rusul and Prophets ALuis sAUi in the 
world for the fulfilment of the sacred task of ‘call to righteousness’ and finally sent His 
Beloved Prophet Muhammad bringing Prophethood to an end. He 

then left this great and glorious task to the beloved Ummah of His Beloved Prophet 
JUndWs JMA i J* so that they could reform each other fulfilling this significant obligation. 

Thus every Muslim is a preacher; whether he is a scholar or an Imam of a Masjid, a Pir 
or a disciple, a trader or a customer, an employer or an employee, an officer or a labourer, 
a ruler or a common man, no matter whatever his professional and social status, he should 
continue to promote Sunnah, conveying the ‘call to righteousness’ to the people he lives 
or works with. He should strive to perform this great task making the best possible use 
of his abilities. 

Mayn Muballigh band Sunnataun kd, khiib charcha karun Sunnataun kd 
Yd Khudd Dars dun Sunnataun kd, ho karam bahr-e-khak-e-Madinah 



Translation: May I preach and promote Sunnah. O Almighty! Bless me with the ability 
of giving Dars of Sunnah for the sake of the earth of Madinah. 



JUd all! 




Quranic commandment for ‘call to righteousness’ 

Merciful Allah Js-sA has described excellence of the call to righteousness in different places 
of the Holy Quran. Here is verse 104 of Surah, Al-e-Tmran, part 4, with its translation 
from page 128 of the sacred Kanz-ul-Imdn published by Maktaba-tul-Madinah, the 
publishing department of Dawat-e-Islami. Allah A-sA has said: 
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And let there be a group amongst you who invites towards goodness, and commands 
what is good and forbids what is evil; it is they who are the successful ones. 

[Kanz-uI-Iman ( Translation of Quran)] (Part 4, Surah Al-e- ‘Imran, verse 104) 

Everyone should convey call to righteousness according to their ability 

Commenting on the foregoing verse, a renowned exegetist of the Quran Mufti Ahmad 
Yar Khan oitsJi has stated in Tafslr-e-Na’Iml, volume 4, page 72, ‘O Muslims! 
There should be one such movement amongst you, or you have to launch one such 
movement on permanent basis that calls all the impious people towards righteousness, 
the unbelievers towards Islamic faith, the transgressors towards piety, the heedless 
towards awareness, the ignorant towards Islamic knowledge and gnosis, the reserved 
ones towards the pleasure of (Divine) devotion and those in oblivion towards 
consciousness. Similarly, this movement ought to enforce correct beliefs, good manners 
and good deeds by preaching, by writings, physically, forcefully, softly and (a ruler to his 
subjects) strictly. Further, this movement ought to prevent people from false beliefs, ill 
manners, bad deeds, evil intentions and evil thoughts by tongue and heart, by writings 
and even by force (as per one’s authority).’ 

Everybody is preacher 

All the Muslims are preachers. It is Fard (obligatory) for all of them to command people 
to do righteous deeds and prevent them from evil ones. (Tafsir-e-Na’imi, vol. 4, pp. 72) In his 
exegesis the honourable Mufti has also quoted the following Hadis from Sahlh 

Bukhari. The Noble Prophet j* has said: 




Convey on my behalf even if only one verse. 
(Sahlh Bukhari, vol. 2, pp. 462, Hadis 3461) 
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Mayn nayki ki da ’wat ki dhumayn macha dun 
Ho taufiq aysi ‘aid Yd IldhT 

Translation: May I spread the call to righteousness. O Almighty! Bless me with this 
ability. 

The act that benefits others is preferable 

The honourable Mufti ^ kf-o- has further stated: Islamic preaching is an extremely 
important worship. All other acts of worship benefit the worshipper but Islamic 
preaching benefits not only the preacher but also others. The act that benefits others 
besides its doer is preferable to the one that benefits only its doer. (It is stated in a 
narration that) someone asked the Beloved and Blessed Prophet j*, ‘Who is 

the best bondman?’ He itssi&i j* replied, ‘(The best bondman is) the one who fears 

Allah JmA, behaves towards his relatives well, conveys good things (to people) and 
prevents (them) from evils.’ (Az-Zuhd-ul-Kabir lil-Bayhaql, pp. 327, Hadis 877) 

Sayyiduna Hasan Basri tujUi has stated, ‘The one commanding people to do 

good deeds and preventing them from evil ones is the caliph of Allah as well as His 
Prophet j* and that of His book (i.e. the Holy Quran).’ It is stated in a Hadis 

that if Muslims give up Islamic preaching, cruel kings will rule them and their prayers 
will not be answered. (Ruh-ul-Ma’ani, vol. 4, pp. 326) 

Amir-ul-Mu'mimn, Sayyiduna Siddlq-e-Akbar has said, ‘O people! Command 

others to do good deeds and prevent them from evils, you will be leading a peaceful life.’ 
Amir-ul-Mu'mimn Sayyiduna Ali’-ul-Murtada jcc abt -.A has stated, ‘Islamic 

preaching is the best Jihad.’ (Tafsir KabTr, vol. 3, pp. 316) To carry out Islamic preaching is an 
excellent worship and to give it up is an infinitely worse crime, and one who gives it up 
will be disgraced. (Tqfsir-e-Na ’iml, vol. 4, pp. 72) 

Amir-ul-Mu'minin Sayyiduna AlI’-ul-Murtada 444-5 JU 5 ahi ^ has also stated, ‘The 

heart that does not consider good as good and evil as evil will be turned upside down, as 
the things inside a bag, when turned upside down, fall and scatter.’ (Musannaf Ibn Abi 
Shaybaf, vol. 8, pp. 667, Raqm 124-125) 
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Remorse for sinful life 

Dear Islamic brothers! These days, sins are being committed everywhere. Sometimes, 
even those appearing to be pious and ascetic are found to be involved in corrupt beliefs, 
careless talking, unlawful gazing and ill manners. Alas! All one sees everywhere are sins, 
sins and just sins! Admittedly, the world is not yet empty of pious people but they are in 
a very small number. In such tragic circumstances, the existence of the Sunnah-Inspiring 
movement ‘Dawat-e-Islami’ is no less than a great favour, aJufliAsJf. Come and join the 
Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami for the protection of your faith and rectification 
of your deeds. 

Here is a Madani parable for your persuasion. An Islamic brother from Keamari Bab-ul- 
Madlnah (Karachi) has stated: I used to abuse and quarrel people on trivial matters. I 
was extremely fond of watching films and dramas and listening to songs and music. I 
had wasted a large part of my life in these sins. I used to work as a driver of the owner of 
a bungalow. What led me to repent of my sins is that one day after I had done my work I 
sat in a room where I listened to a Sunnah-Inspiring speech being televised on Madani 
Channel. The speech made me tremble with fear, causing me to feel remorse for sins. I 
sincerely repented of my sins to Allah JsAc and pledged to tread the path of Sunnah. 
When the announcement of 30-day Tarbiyyati I’tikaf in the holy month of Ramadan 
with a persuasion for Muslims to attend it was made on Madani Channel, I immediately 
made the intention of attending the I’tikaf, responding positively to it. Acting upon my 
intention, I am now reaping the blessings of I’tikaf in the global Madani Markaz of 
Dawat-e-Islami, Faizan-e-Madlnah, Bab-ul-Madlnah, Karachi. I will also travel with a 
12-month Madani Qafilah immediately after the I’tikaf, 



Cure for sins 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see! By the blessings of watching Madani Channel, not 
only did a sinner find a cure for the disease of his sins, he was also able to get the 
privilege of attending the 30-day Tarbiyyati I’tikaf in the holy month of Ramadan in the 





global Madani Markaz of Dawat-e-Islami, Faizan-e-Madinah, Bab-ul-Madinah, Karachi. 
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He was further privileged to make the intention of travelling with a 12-month Sunnah- 
Inspiring Madam Qafilah immediately after the I’tikaf. 

Everyone should treat the disease of sins. Believe me! If we die without repentance 
despite repeatedly committing sins, and if Allah becomes displeased with us, we 
will find no shelter from His wrath. The traits of the pious bondmen of Allah are unique. 
In spite of performing good deeds, they fear Allah and look for a cure for sins. 
Sayyiduna Hasan Basri has stated that once he was accompanying a young 

pious worshipper to somewhere in Basra when he saw a physician. In front of the 
physician were a large number of people including women and children with bottles of 
water in their hands, waiting to get medicine for their diseases. The young pious 
worshipper asked the physician, ‘Do you have some cure for sins?’ The physician replied 
in the affirmative. The young man said, ‘Please tell me the cure.’ The physician replied, 
‘The cure for the disease of sins consists of ten things which are as follows: 

1. Take a root from the tree of destitution and humbleness 

2. Add a mixture of repentance to it 

3. Put it into the bowl of Divine will 

4. Crush it properly with the press of contentment 

5. Put it then into the pot of piety and asceticism 

6. Add water of modesty to it 

7. Then boil it on the fire of Divine love 

8. Then pour it into the bowl of gratitude 

9. Cool it with the fan of hope 

10. Then drink it with the spoon of (Divine) glorification. If you do all this, then 
remember that this recipe will benefit you treating every disease and trouble of the 
world and the Hereafter. (Al-Munabbihat, pp. Ill) 



Kab gunahaun say kanara mayn karun ga Ya Rab! 
Nayk kab ay mayray Allah! Band gd Yd Rab! 
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Kab gundhaun kay maraz say mayn shifd pafin gd! 

Kab mayn bnndr, Madlnay kd band gd Yd Rab! 

Translation 

When will I give up sins Ya Rab! When will I become Pious Ya Rab! 

When will I get cured of the disease of sins! When will I become a devotee to Madinah! 



JUd ali! 




Eat, drink and be merry 

Dear Islamic brothers! Today, the vicious campaigns of the non-Muslims are striving for 
the survival and propagation of their religion in the world but, alas, the Muslims have 
indulged themselves in their worldly matters only. Extremely regretfully, it seems as if 
most of today’s Muslims have considered just eating, drinking and merry-making the 
aim of their life. Who cares about preaching to others about Salah and Sunnah! They do 
not even have time to offer Salah calmly for the betterment of their own afterlife. How 
can they find the heart full of love for Sunnah? All people care about today is their 
worldly life only. 

It is stated on page 103 of the book ‘Blessings of Divine Glorification published by 
Maktaba-tul-Madlnah, the publishing department of Dawat-e-Islami: ‘Sayyiduna Hasan 
Basrl has stated, ‘One who considers just foods, drinks and clothing the 

favours of Allah certainly has little knowledge.’ (Az-Zuhd li ibn Al-Mubamk, pp. 134, Raqm 397) 

Daytd hun Tujhay wasitah mayn piyaray NabT kd 
Ummat ko Khuddyd rah-e-Sunnat pay chala day 



Translation: O Almighty! Make the Ummah tread the path of Sunnah for the sake of the 
Beloved Prophet y j cult £l0 I . 

(Wasail-e -Bakhshish, pp. 100) 



jfJ- JUi ali! 
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A delightful reason of disliking the world 

How regrettably! The love for the world has intensified in our heart. We are blindly 
running after the luxuries and comforts of the world. On the contrary, the pious 
bondmen of Allah and true devotees of Rasul would be grateful [to Allah JiW] for being 
protected from worldly desires and favours. Listen to an admonitory parable, extracted 
from page 68 of the book ‘ Blessings of Divine Glorification and learn some lesson. 
Sayyiduna Majma’ Ansari has narrated that a saint has said, ‘The 

favour of being protected from the comforts of the world granted to me by Allah j«5*- is 
greater than that of a luxurious worldly life because Allah JsW- has disliked the world for 
His Beloved Prophet jisSsii j*. Therefore, I hold dear the favours Allah has 

liked for His Beloved Prophet JMmj i J* more than the ones He JsW- has disliked 

for His Beloved Prophet J*.’ (Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 4, pp. 117, Hadis 4489) 

To have worldly wealth and luxuries in abundance is certainly a favour but to avoid 
them is a greater favour. 

PTchd mayrd dunya ki mahabbat say churd day 
Yd Rob! Mujhay diwanah Muhammad kd band day 



Translation: O Allah JsWd Enable me to get rid of love for the world and make me a 
devotee to Muhammad J*. 



jfJ- JUS all I 




Islam - in name only 

Dear Islamic brothers! The situation is going from bad to worse. It seems as if Islam has 
existed in name only. Extremely regretfully! The lifestyle of most Muslims is like that of 
non-Muslims. Listen to the following Hadis very attentively shedding tears with a sad 
heart, if possible. The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah, the Owner of 
Jannah jaiii j* has stated, ‘A time will soon come upon people when Islam will 

exist in name only and Quran as a Rasm (i.e. tradition) only. Their Masajid will be full 
[of people] but empty of Hidayah [guidance]; their ‘Ulama will be the worst of people 
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under the sky. Fitnah will emerge from them and will return to them.’ (Shu'ab-ul-Iman, 
vol. 2, pp. 311, Hadis 1908) 



Muslims - in name only 

Commenting on the foregoing Hadis, a renowned exegetist Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan 
has stated (Islam will exist in name only implies) that the names of the 
Muslims would be Islamic, and they would also call themselves Muslims but their 
lifestyle and appearance would be like those of non-Muslims, as is commonly seen these 
days. It may also mean that the names and apparent forms of the pillars of Islam will 
exist, but their essence will die out. For example, Salah will be offered apparently but 
there will be no humility of the heart and the body. Zakah will be paid but there will be 
no cooperation with the community. Hajj will be performed but for sightseeing. Jihad 
will be done but for gaining power and rule. 

Commenting on the part of the Hadis ( Quran will exist as a tradition only), the 
honourable Mufti Jts sh has stated, ‘The Arabic word ‘^7 [Rasm] used in the 
foregoing Hadis implies a mark as well as a tradition. Both of these meanings may be 
applied here. That is, the marks of the Quran will be printed on papers and its words will 
be uttered, but its sanctity in hearts and conformity with its commandments will 
disappear, or alternatively, it implies that the Quran will be used for swearing falsely on 
it in courts and be read at funerals but Christian laws will be enforced. The part of the 
Hadis (their Masajid will be full [of people] but empty of worship) implies that the 
buildings of Masajid will be very handsomely constructed with engraved doors and walls 
and modern electricity facilities but there will be no one to offer Salah in them. Their 
Imams will be irreligious. In other words, Masajid will become the source of misleading 
beliefs rather than true guidance. The voices of irreligious orators delivering speeches 
will be coming through loudspeakers from every Masjid but those speeches will be lethal 
poison that will spread unbelief and defiance in the name of Quranic teachings. 
Commenting on the last part of the blessed Hadis, he ^JtsSsbi ^ has stated: There will be 
a large number of irreligious and non-practicing scholars whose evils will surround all 
Muslims like a thing is encircled by something else. [Mirat-ul-Manajih, vol. 1, pp. 229) 
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Shroud stealer hears voice from Ghayb 

Remember! The Dars of Quran and Hadis and Sunnah-Inspiring speeches delivered by 
rightly-guided Islamic scholars in Masajid have not been condemned in the above 
exegesis. In fact, the Dars and speeches of these true scholars of Islam are a fountain of 
guidance that brings about blessings and forgiveness. Sayyiduna Hatim Asam 
was once delivering a speech in ‘Balkh’. During the speech, he made the following Du’a 
for the well-wishing of sinners: ‘Ya Allah JL-sM By Your grace, forgive the biggest sinner 
of this Ijtima’.’ A shroud stealer was also present in the Ijtima’. At night, he went to the 
graveyard to steal the shroud. As soon as he dug a grave, he heard a voice echoing from 
Ghayb, ‘O shroud stealer! You have been forgiven today in the Ijtima’ of Hatim Asam; 
why are you committing this sin tonight again?’ Listening to this, he wept and repented 
of his sins sincerely.’ (Tazkira-tul-Axvliya, pp. 222) 

Mujhay day day Imdn per istiqdmat Pa-ay Sayyid-e-Muhtasham Yd Ilahi 

Mayray sar pay ‘isydn kd bar ah Maula! Barha jdtd hay dam ba-dam Yd Ilahi 

Zamln baujh say mayray phaitl nahln hay Yell Tayra hi to hay karam Yd Ilahi 



Translation: O Almighty! Bless me with steadfastness in Iman for the sake of the 
Greatest and Holiest Prophet j*. Alas, the burden of sins is increasing on 

my shoulders every moment. 

(Wasdil-e-Bakhshish, pp. 82) 



JUi all! 




Do non-Muslims copy us? 

Dear Islamic brothers! It is a great privilege for one’s worldly life as well as afterlife to see 
the pious, to keep their company, to listen to their speeches and to participate in the 
Ijtima’at of devotees of Rasul. This parable has also given us the lesson that a preacher 
should have sympathy with sinners. Besides advising them, he should also make Du’a for 
them. This incident is of the golden era of Tab’-e-Tabi’in. Regretfully, Muslims today 
have practically drifted away from Islamic teachings. Sadly, most Muslims today are 
proud of copying the non-Muslims, giving up Sunnah. They have perhaps assumed it a 
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privilege to wear non-Islamic clothing. Have you ever seen any non-Muslim with real 
Islamic styles (like a fist-length beard, turban, Sunnah-conforming hair-style and dress 
etc.)? You must not have seen. These are very cunning and deceitful people who will not 
give up their false and filthy ways and will not follow Muslims, but extremely regretfully, 
it is Muslims who are foolishly imitating non-Muslims. O my heedless Islamic brothers! 
Please come to your senses! Before you meet your death, wake up from the sleep of 
heedlessness and awaken others as well! Remember! 



Na samjho gey to mii jao gey ay Musalmano! 
Tumharl dastan tak bhi na hogT dastano mayn 



Translation: O Muslims! If you do not listen to your well-wisher’s advice, you will be 
wiped off the face of the earth. Even your stories will disappear from the annals of 
history. 



JUi all I 




Unsuccessful lover 

Dear Islamic brothers! The condition of Muslims is unmentionable these days. The 
flood of sins is sweeping away everyone. Under these crucial circumstances, the Madani 
environment of Dawat-e-Islami, a global and non-political movement for the preaching 
of Quran and Sunnah, is a great favour. Do remain associated with it. JLidccsJ! 
Amazing changes and even Madani revolutions take place in the lives of those associated 
with it. Here is a Madani parable showing how a Madani revolution took place in the life 
of an Islamic brother from Malir area of Bab-ul-Madinah (Karachi). He has stated: 
Unfortunately, I had fallen in love with a girl, which had propelled me into the dark cave 
of sins. One day, I heard that she had been married to someone else. This news made my 
life hell. Eventually, like thousands of other unsuccessful lovers playing into satan’s 
hands, I also became an addict of drugs, wine, opium and heroin. There would hardly be 
any intoxicant I had not taken, wrongly assuming it to be a means of seeking solace. 

Extremely dejected and frustrated, I attempted suicides many times. To kill myself, I 
drank chemical, petrol and even acid but my death had not arrived yet. How great the 
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Divine benevolence! Despite my countless sins, Allah JU-sSt did not close the door of 
mercy for me. How I was blessed is that I once met a devotee of Rasul associated with 
the fragrant Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami. His politeness and courtesy gave 
me a great zest for life. On 29 Sha’ban-ul-Mu’azzam 1427 AH (2006), by the blessings of 
his individual effort, I had the privilege of attending Faizan-e-Madinah, the global 
Madani Markaz of Dawat-e-Islami. I was amazed to see the spiritual atmosphere here. 
Seeing the Islamic brothers wearing green turbans, I was very delighted with my faith 
refreshed. 

I attended the 30-day collective I’tikaf held in the month of Ramadan-ul-Mubarak in 
1427 AH. I, a sinful person, was blessed with keeping fasts in Ramadan-ul- 

Mubarak. By the blessings of the Madani environment, I got rid of the craze for love and 
filthy thoughts. I adorned my face with a beard, head with a turban and body with a 
Sunnah-conforming clothing. I also became regular in offering the five daily Salah. At 
the time of the writing of this account, I am taking part in Madani activities trying to 
reform myself and the people of the entire world. 

Atdye HabTb-e-Khudd Madam Mdhaul Hay faizdn-e-Ghaus-o-Raza Madam Mdhaul 

Ba-faizan-e-Ahmad Raza Yeh phulay phalay gd sada Madam Mdhaul 



Translation: Madani environment is Divine bestowment. It is a blessing of Ghaus and 
Raza and will always flourish, 



JUd all! 




Destructiveness of unlawful love 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see how a lover burning in the fire of romantic love was 
inspired to join the Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami, and was blessed with 
devotion to Rasul as a result of the individual effort of a devotee of Rasul. It was only by 
the grace of Allah that he got rid of it; otherwise, one indulging in it once rarely 
finds a way of escape. These days, there is a rapidly growing trend of romantic love. The 
main cause of it is that most Muslims do not have necessary Islamic knowledge and are 
away from religious environment. This has also caused a flood of sins everywhere. 
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Watching love stories and dramas on TV, VCR and internet etc., reading novels, 
monthly magazines, digests, romantic fictions and exaggeratedly love-related news 
published in newspapers, attending coeducational classes at colleges and universities and 
freely meeting and talking to non-Mahram relatives are the causes of love among the 
youth of today. 

At first, love is one-sided but the other partner when informed about it also sometimes 
falls in love, leading to a severe storm of sins. These lovers then engage in shameless 
talking on phone and even meet each other, exchange love letters and gifts, and secretly 
promise to marry each other. If their family members cause any obstruction, they 
sometimes elope, and the news of their elopement is published in papers, causing 
disgrace for their families. At times, they get married by court, but sometimes they go 
beyond all moral bounds even without marriage, and then the corpses of the illegitimate 
babies of such cruel unmarried couples are found lying at garbage. Furthermore, if they 
are unable to elope, then they commit suicide. These types of news are often published 
in newspapers. 

Yusuf At £ free from unlawful love 

Dear Islamic brothers! These days, people have drifted away from Islamic knowledge, 
falling into the deep abyss of ignorance. In order to cover up their filthy romantic love, 
some lovers even dare to say that Sayyiduna Yusuf was also in love 

with Zulaykha. (Allah Js-sV forbid) This is absolutely wrong, and the unwise people 
holding such views are completely mistaken. To make up excuses about the evils of Nafs 
by tactlessly saying something inappropriate about a Prophet under the influence of 
satan may be extremely dangerous to one’s faith. 

Remember! Even the slightest blasphemy of a Prophet is Kufr [unbelief]. Sayyiduna 
Yusuf V 2 UJI 5 SjVJji aUjy \s£ is a Prophet of Allah and every Prophet is Ma’sum [i.e. 
protected from all types of sins and contemptible acts] . A Prophet can never do anything 
inappropriate. Here is verse 24 of Surah Yusuf with its translation from page 445 of the 
sacred Kanz-ul-Iman published by Maktaba-tul-Madinah, the publishing department of 
Dawat-e-Islami. Allah JVW has said in part 12 of the Holy Quran: 
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i 

And indeed the woman desired him; and he too would have inclined to her, if he would 
not have seen the proof of his Lord. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 12, Surah Yusuf verse 24) 

Commenting on the foregoing verse, a renowned exegetist of the Quran Sadr-ul-Afadil 
‘Allamah Maulana Sayyid Muhammad Na’imuddin MuradabadI has stated, 

‘Allah Js-sA has made Prophets IjU ji free from ill manners and deeds, and has 

blessed them with good manners. Thus they avoid every evil deed. According to a 
narration, ‘When Zulaykha tried to seduce Sayyiduna Yusuf vjteJb IA-Sji AAs <>, he saw 
his father Sayyiduna Ya’qub etui;. sAji who had pressed his finger between his 

teeth, and was gesturing for Sayyiduna Yusuf AiJbLAA to stay away from her.’ 

( Khazain-ul- ‘ Irfan ) 



\ ^ ^ * o. __ 



The fact is that it was a one-sided love on the part of Zulaykha only, and Sayyiduna 
Yusuf had not indulged in it even to the slightest degree. In verse 30 of 

Surah Yusuf, part 12, the saying of some Egyptian women has been quoted like this: 



^ Lo>- ^ SpAj QlSj 




And some women of the city said, ‘The ruler’s wife is seeking to seduce her young boy; 
indeed his love has deepened in her heart; and we find her infatuated with love openly.’ 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 12, Surah Yusuf verse 30) 



Hujjat-ul-Islam Sayyiduna Imam Abu Hamid Muhammad Bin Muhammad Bin 
Muhammad Ghazall j'A Aji k^o- has stated, ‘Zulaykha had a passion for Sayyiduna 
Yusuf But he avoided her despite having power. In the Holy Quran, 

Allah JUsA appreciated him a lot for avoiding her.’ (Ihya-ul-'Ulum, vol. 3, pp. 129) 
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Confutation of unwise lovers 

This has made it as clear as day that the excuse made up from the incident of Sayyiduna 
Yusuf viUdb aUis <p- and Zulaykha by unwise lovers in favour of their sinful filthy 
and smelly love is in contradiction to the Holy Quran, and leads straight to unbelief in 
many cases. Surah Yusuf mentions only one-sided love on the part of Zulaykha; it does 
not mention even a hint of Sayyiduna Yusuf viU-)b T-Uji *ii£ 3 i&j jx being involved in love. 
Therefore, those who have the mistaken assumption that Sayyiduna Yusuf 
was also involved in love should repent of it and renew their faith by embracing Islam 
again. The Prophets of Allah Jfe-A have a very high status and are protected 

from sins. 

Ya Allah Bless us with devotion to You and Your Beloved Prophet j*. 

Ya Allah AW! Remove love for the world from our hearts. Ya Allah jWk! Free the 
Muslims trapped in sinful and unlawful love and make them a true devotee of Your 
Beloved Prophet 

SI , ^ 9 ^ I 

J'j dii yi QyfNl £^1)1 ols£- 

Mahabbat ghayr kT dil say nikdlo Yd Rasulalldh 
Mujhay apnd hi dTwdnah band lo Yd Rasulalldh 

Translation: Ya Rasulallah! Remove love for others from my heart and make me a 
devotee of yours. 

(For interesting information about ‘unlawful love’, read from page 318 to 356 of the 
book ‘Parday kay baray mayn Suwal Jawab’ published by Maktaba-tul-Madlnah, the 
publishing department of Dawat-e-Islami.) 

Heartfelt speech of Imam Awza’i 

Dear Islamic brothers! Let’s listen to the heartfelt speech of Sayyiduna Imam Awza’i 
upl i 4 ji This will inspire piety, remove heedlessness and soften the heart. It is 

stated on page 32 and 33 of the 125-page book ‘Shukr kay FadaiV published by Maktaba- 
tul-Madlnah, the publishing department of Dawat-e-Islami: While delivering a speech, 
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Sayyiduna Imam Awza’I once said: O people! By means of worldly favours, 

protect yourselves from the heart-burning fire of Allah JisSc Indeed you are living at 
such home (i.e. the mortal world) where even a long stay is actually very short. You have 
been sent here for a fixed period of time as successors of those who turned towards the 
beauties and charms of the world. They cut even mountains and rocks and used to 
wander in cities. They were strong with pillars-like bodies. They lived longer than you 
and were taller than you. They left great signs in the world. Despite all this, they were 
soon forgotten and their signs were erased. Their houses were demolished and there is 
no one to mention them now. You neither see them nor listen to them. They had relied 
on false hopes and spent days and nights in heedlessness. Then Divine retribution was 
inflicted on them at night, leaving them lying on their faces in their homes in the 
morning. Those survived could do nothing except seeing, in astonishment, Divine 
retribution, loss of favours and demolished houses. 

This serves as a lesson to those who fear excruciating torment and have Divine fear in 
their hearts. Now your life is also very short. The world is fleeting. In the present age, 
tolerance, forgiveness and politeness seem to have disappeared. All that is left is the mud 
of evils, horrors, signs of torments, storms of sins, consecutive earthquakes, grief, 
despair and wicked successors. The evil effects of their misdeeds have emerged in land 
and sea. You must not follow those who spent lives fulfilling their desires and were 
duped by long hopes. We pray to Allah that He include us in those who keep their 
vow, recognize their actual abode and are always prepared for it. (TarXkh Dimashq li lbn 
Asdkir, vol. 35, pp. 208, Raqm 3907) 



Maut iehri anay wall dye gT 
Riih rag rag say nikdlT jaye gT 
Qabr mayn mayyat utarnT hay zarur 



Jan iehri janay wall jaye gT 
Tnjh pay ik din khdk ddlT jaye gT 
JaysT karnT waysT bliarnT hay zarur 



Translation: You will certainly meet your impending doom. Your soul will be removed 
from each and every vein. You will certainly be buried in your grave where you will be 
reaping what you are sowing in the world. 



JUi ali! 
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Brief introduction to Imam Awza’i 

Dear Islamic brothers! We have just listened to the heartfelt speech of Sayyiduna Imam 
‘Abdur Rahman Awza’i <^43 He was an erudite scholar, a great Mufti 

and a very renowned Imam from Syria. He issued seventy thousands Fatawa 

and was from among Tab’-e-Tabi’In. He ^ was born in 88 AH and passed away 

in the month of Rabi’-un-Nur in 157 AH. (Hayat-ul-Haywan, vol. 1, pp. 198) 



Blessings in dream 

Sayyiduna Imam Awza’i has stated: I was once blessed with seeing Almighty 

Allah in my dream. Allah said, ‘O ‘Abdur Rahman! It is you who call people 
towards righteousness and prevent them from evils?’ I humbly said, ‘Yes, O my Merciful 
Creator! It is only by the grace of Yours that I am able to do that. O my Creator! Keep 
me steadfast in Iman at the time of my departure from the world.’ Allah JmA said, ‘In 
Sunnah also.’ (Hilyat-ul-Awliya, vol. 6, pp. 153, Raqm 8131) 



Strange incidence of demise 

Sayyiduna Imam Awza’i AJt ate lived in Beirut. Once he (jtaO <=&! entered a 
Hammam 1 in Beirut. The owner of the Hammam locked it inattentively and went 
away. After a few days, when he came and opened it, he found Sayyiduna Imam Awza’i 
had passed away and was lying facing the Qiblah with his right hand under 
his cheek. (Ilm ‘Asakir, vol. 35, pp. 222 ) 

May Allah Js-sA have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 

^9 ) 

pLj ij Ac jus iiii yi o\i£- 



Sarkar-e-Madinah ki Sunnat pay jo chaltay hayn 
Allah kay woh banday zindah hayn mazaraun mayn 



A large bathroom where many people used to take bath together in past 
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Translation: Those bondmen of Allah who follow the Sunnah of His Prophet 
are actually alive in their tombs. 



£ JUd all I 




Drinker became Muazzin 

Dear Islamic brothers! In order to realize the aim of life, to achieve it, to develop the 
mindset of making preparations for death, and to have zeal for the betterment of your 
afterlife as well as worldly life, always remain affiliated with the global and non-political 
Sunnah-Inspiring Madani environment, Dawat-e-Islami. It is Dawat-e-Islami that 
inspires even a wicked person to get reformed. A travel with Sunnah-Inspiring Madani 
Qafilah in the company of the devotees of Rasul takes even the worst person of society to 
the heights of morality. Here is a summary of a delightful parable related by an Islamic 
brother from Maharashtra, India. He has stated: Before I associated myself with Dawat- 
e-Islami, I was a very big sinner. I would work the whole day but would waste my hard- 
earned money in drinking. I would revel in different evils, call people names, and even 
upset my parents and neighbours. I was also a compulsive gambler and would not offer 
any Salah. I was heedlessly wasting the precious moments of my life. 

Luckily, I once happened to meet a responsible Islamic brother of Dawat-e-Islami. 
Making individual effort, he invited me to travel with a Sunnah-Inspiring Madani 
Qafilah. His sweet and sincere words touched my heart, and I accepted his invitation. I 
travelled with a 3-day Sunnah-Inspiring Madani Qafilah on the spot. In the company of 
the devotees of Rasul, I listened to speeches from the booklets published by Maktaba- 
tul-Madinah, the publishing department of Dawat-e-Islami. By the blessings of the 
Madani Qafilah, a compulsive gambler and drinker like me who did not use to offer any 
Salah not only started offering Salah but was also inspired to do $ada-e-Madinah (i.e. to 
wake up Muslims for $alat-ul-Fajr). I also have the privilege of inviting others to travel 
with Madani Qafilahs. JLsv- As a result of my individual effort, 30 Islamic brothers 

have so far travelled with Madani Qafilah. I am now a Muazzin in a Masjid and busy 
making efforts for Madani activities. 
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Chorayn may-naushiyan mat bakayn galiyan 
Aayain taubah karayn Qafilay mayn clialo 
Ay sharabi tu aa, aa juwari tu aa 
Chutayn bad- ‘adatayn Qafilay mayn chalo 
Hoga lutf-e-Khuda, ao bhai Du ’a 
Mil kay saray karayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 



jZJ- & JUj all! 




Torment of sins described in foregoing parable 

Dear Islamic brothers! Have you noticed! A drinker and gambler, who used to disturb 
his parents and neighbours, call people names and did not use to offer any Salah, was 
inspired by the individual effort of a preacher of Dawat-e-Islami to travel with a 
Sunnah-Inspiring Madam Qafilah where he listened to speeches from Madam booklets 
in the company of the devotees of Rasul. Impressed, he repented of his sins, started 
spreading Sunan, doing Sada-e-Madinah and calling Azan in Masjid thus inviting others 
to offer Salah. Moreover, he not only started travelling with Madam Qafilahs himself but 
also persuading others to do the same. 

O devotees of Rasul! Remember that it is Fard for every sane and adult male and female 
Muslim to offer Salah. One who offers Salah deserves Paradise, whereas one who misses 
even a single $alah purposely deserves the torment of fire for thousands of years. The 
drinker and the gambler are disgraced in the world as well as in the Hereafter and 
deserve horrible torment in Hell. On the night of the Ascension, the Holy Prophet 
4i ajis jiss db\ J* saw that those disobedient to their parents were hanging with the 
branches of fire. There are a lot of rights of neighbours. The Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet has stated: One whose neighbour is not safe from his harm will 

not enter Paradise. (Sahih Muslim, pp. 43, Hadis 73-46) To call a Muslim names is a Haram act 
leading to Hell. 
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Give servants food and clothing like your own 

Given below is an excerpt, with some slight changes, extracted from page 156 to 160 of 
the 246-page book ‘Muntakhab Hadisayn’ published by Maktaba-tul-Madinah, the 
publishing department of Dawat-e-Islami. It is actually about using inappropriate words 
and feeling remorse for it. Listen to it and get faith-refreshing Madam pearls. 

It is stated in Sahlh Bukhari that Sayyiduna Ma’rur has stated, ‘I met Sayyiduna 

Abu Zar Ghifarl auGisSi U&c- in Rabazah (a place situated at some distance from Madinah). 
He AS) l (S$?(r and his slave were wearing the dress of the same kind. I asked about it, so 
he ■vi Aid replied, ‘I once quarrelled with a person, speaking ill of his mother. The 
Prophet of Rahmah said to me, ‘O Abu Zar! You have spoken offensive 

words about his mother; you are such a person who still has an attribute of [the pre- 
Islamic era of] ignorance. Your maids and slaves are your (religious) brothers. Allah 
JWk- has made them subordinate to you. The one who has his brother under him should 
give him to eat what he eats himself and to wear what he wears himself. Don’t trouble 
these servants with such works that make them miserable, and if you cause any such 
trouble to them (making them do some laborious work), then help them in work.’ 
(Sahlh Bukhari, vol. 1, pp. 23, Hadis 30) 



Great remorse and unique expiation 

Dear Islamic brothers! The person Sayyiduna Abu Zar had used improper words 

about was Sayyiduna Bilal AiC- till Al) I . What he l»5 AS) l had said was only inappropriate, 
not indecent. He had only said: (O son of a black mother). When Sayyiduna 

Bilal Aii Abl complained to the Renowned and Revered Prophet ij* about 

it, he rebuked and advised Sayyiduna Abu Zar &£■ abi How Sayyiduna Abu Zar 
Ajlc- (jiao Aol (j S&Cr responded to it is a heart-rending story. Listen to it and tremble with Divine 
fear. 

After Sayyiduna Abu Zar was rebuked by the Holy Prophet he, 

full of remorse, immediately approached Sayyiduna Bilal AjLc- AS)I placed his beautiful 
cheek on the ground and said very humbly and tearfully in an imploring way: ‘O Bilal! 
Unless you trample over my cheek, I will not lift it from the ground.’ Feeling extremely 
impelled, Sayyiduna Bilal iu Jis &i>i && unwillingly placed his foot on the cheek of 
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Sayyiduna Abu Zar and removed it immediately afterwards. He also 

forgave Sayyiduna Abu Zar (irshad-us-San, vol. 1, pp. 197) 



Sayyiduna Abu Zar Ghifari iiii was pious 

Commenting on the foregoing parable, Sayyiduna ‘Allamah Qastalanl has 

stated: Sayyiduna Abu Zar Ale- (JU5 £u)l had said those inappropriate words because he 
m. was unaware of them being Haram. If he && were aware of it, he (jlsd AO l 

would never have done so. The Beloved and Blessed Prophet j* also rebuked 

him only by saying you still have an attribute of [the pre-Islamic era of] ignorance ’. This 
rebuke also shows his high ranks. It is as if he was advised that a great man like you 
should not have said such a nasty thing, (ibid) 



Steadfastness of Sayyiduna Abu Zar Ghifari Hi- iiii <y?j 

Sayyiduna Abu Zar Ghifari is among those companions who embraced Islam 

in its early period. Some scholars have even said that he was the fifth in non-Hijazi 
companions to embrace Islam. The detailed incident of how he embraced 

Islam is given in Sahih Bukhari. He was so faithfully enthusiastic about Islam 

that he would fearlessly announce his Islam every single day in the crowd of 

unbelievers. Enraged, the unbelievers would rush him and he zn (Jbo Cs^O’ ^ covered in 
blood, would pass out. As soon as he recovered from unconsciousness, he 

■Vi Jis5 *ii i would announce the same thing. This continued for some days. (Muntakhab 

Hadlsayn, pp. 157) 



May Allah JsAt have mercy on him and forgive us without accountability for his sake! 



Khuddya ba-haq-e-Bildl-o-Abii Zar 
lldhT na kuch puchnd rauz-e-mahshar 
IldhT Bardye Bildl-o-Abil Zar 



Mujliay dm per istiqdmat ‘atd ker 
Mujhay bakhsh bahr-e-Bildl-o-Abit Zar 
Mujliay khuld mayn day jawdr-e-Payainber 



Translation: O Almighty! Bless me with steadfastness in Islam, forgive me without 
accountability on the Day of Judgement and grant me neighbourhood of Your 
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Prophet in Paradise for the sake of Sayyiduna Bilal and Sayyiduna Abu 

Zar 



JUi all! 




Frightening animal would emerge near Judgement Day 

Please try to realize the importance of the call to righteousness. Near the Judgement 
Day, people will give up calling others towards righteousness, and there will be no hope 
of them being edified. Read verse 82 of Surah An-Naml with its translation from page 
712 of the sacred Kanz-ul-Iman published by Maktaba-tul-Madinah, the publishing 
department of Dawat-e-Islami. Allah Js-W has said in part 20 of the Holy Quran: 



* __ 9 „ 
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And when the Word (of promised torment) will fall upon them, We shall bring forth for 
them a beast from the earth, which shall speak to them - because the people did not 
believe in Our signs. 

[Kanz-ul-Imdn (Translation of Quran)] (Part 20, Surah An-Naml, verse 82) 



Strange-faced animal near Judgement Day 

Commenting on the foregoing verse, a renowned exegetist of the Quran Sadr-ul-Afadil 
‘Allamah Maulana Sayyid Muhammad Na’imuddin Muradabadi has stated: 

That is, Divine wrath will be inflicted on them, Divine retribution will become Wajib for 
them and no excuse of theirs will be accepted. People will neither convey the call 
towards righteousness nor prevent evils, there will be no hope of them being edified, the 
Judgement Day will approach, its signs will take place, and repentance at that time will 
be of no use. 
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He J(«s *i>i has further stated: That quadruped [i.e. four-legged animal] is called 
‘o^l ills (Dabba-tul-Ard)’, a strange-faced animal, which will emerge from the mount 
Safa (situated in Makkah Mukarramah) and will fast wander in all cities. It will be 
talking eloquently and making a mark on the forehead of every person. It will draw a 
bright line on the foreheads of the believers with the sacred staff of Prophet Musa 
gjUJi and will set a black seal on the foreheads of the unbelievers with the 

ring of Prophet Sulayman He has further stated: It will be 

clearly saying ll* j fff Ilk i.e. he is Mu 'min and he is Kafir. He has further 

stated: They did not believe in the Quran that contains a description of resurrection, 
accountability, torment and emergence of Dabba-tul-Ard. 

Whoever weeps will enter Paradise 

The Holiest and Noblest Prophet .JUs^ls^ j* once excellently conveyed the call to 
righteousness to his companions when reciting Surah At-Takasur weeping with divine 
fear. Sayyiduna Jarir Bin ‘Abdullah ‘iLt- (jlaS Soil (j£is has narrated that the Renowned and 
Revered Prophet said to us: I am going to recite Surah At-Takasur before 

you. Whoever among you weep will enter Paradise. Therefore, he J* recited 

it. Some of us wept but some did not. Those who could not weep said: Ya Rasulallah 
JUs jus diii J*! We tried to weep but could not. The Beloved and Blessed Prophet 
Jtss sfci J* said: I am reciting it again before you. Whoever weeps, for him is 
Paradise, and one unable to weep should at least wear a weeping look. (Nawadir-ul-Usul, 
vol. l,pp. 611, Hadis 862) 



Enviable child 

Dear Islamic brothers! The foregoing Hadis contains a heartfelt description of the call to 
righteousness given by our Beloved and Blessed Prophet JUs-jdbssfcJta siAi j* in a unique way. 
It also shows that the Holy Prophet JUsaiIs^ j* can give anything to anyone with 
divinely-bestowed authority, which is why he jtaiAiJ* said, ‘Whoever weeps will 

enter Paradise.’ It also refers to the 8 verses-containing Surah At-Takasur stated in the 
last part of the Holy Quran. One who recites it earns the reward of reciting one thousand 
verses. This Surah consists of a heart-trembling description of the grave, the Hereafter 
and Hell. If only we would learn its translation from Kanz-ul-Iman by heart and would 
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weep whenever we hear or listen to it. Let’s listen to a heart-rending parable of a child 
who astonished everyone by practically conveying the Divine-fear-filled call to 
righteousness! A righteous man once saw a weeping child standing outside a Madrasah. 
When asked about the reason of weeping, the child replied, ‘Today our teacher has made 
us write some verses on slates as our lesson, which has made me weep. Saying this, he 
showed the slate which had the following verses written on it: 






Commencing with the name of Allah, Most Compassionate, Most Merciful. 



0 



V 9 . 



The love for seeking extra wealth kept you neglectful. Until you reached the graves. Yes 
certainly, soon you will come to know! Again, yes certainly, soon you will come to 
know! Yes certainly, if you had known with the knowledge of certainty, you would not 
have loved wealth. 



[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 30, Surah At-Takasur, verses 1-5) 



The child continued to weep. Highly impressed by the child, the righteous man said, 
‘Son! The lesson from this Surah has not finished yet. There are some other verses which 
will perhaps be given to you tomorrow as lesson. After he said this, he recited the 
remaining verses of Surah At-Takasur which are as follows: 



t , , ^ 9 , ^9 V 
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Indeed you will see Hell. Again, indeed you will see it with sure vision. Then, on that 
day, you will certainly be questioned regarding the favours. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman ( Translation of Quran)] (Part 30, Surah At-Takasur, verses 6-8) 
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Extremely terrified by listening to the description of Hell, the child fell on the ground 
trembling and writhing and passed away. The teacher rushed and caught the righteous 
man. People gathered around, and the parents of the deceased child also came. Charged 
with murder, the righteous man was prosecuted before the Qadi. The Qadi asked the 
righteous man if he wanted to give any explanation in his defence. The righteous man 
related the whole story. Listening to it, the Qadi finally ruled that the child was very 
pious and had been martyred by the sword of Divine fear. The righteous man was then 
respectfully released. (Derived from: Nuzhat-ul-Majalis, vol. 2, pp. 94) 

May Allah have mercy on them and forgive us without accountability for their sake! 

, ^ 9 ^ ) 



Madam munnay kay khauf-e-Khuda perfidd 
Suntay hi ayatayn dhayr jo ho gaya 
Kdsh! Mil jdye mujh ko bln aysT wild 
May ray mamay kd ba’is ho khauf-e-Khuda 



Translation: How astonishing was the Divine fear of the child who passed away on 
listening to verses. If only I would also be granted such blessing that I would pass away 
due to Divine fear. 



JUi ali! 




Holy Prophet 4# tearfully gave call to righteousness 

Dear Islamic brothers! Listen to a heart-rending Hadis containing the call to righteousness 
given tearfully by the Beloved and Blessed Prophet JUs 4-, jtss i&i with Divine fear. 

Described in Ibn Majah is a Hadis narrated by Sayyiduna Bara Bin ‘Azib cs*>. He 

said: We participated in a funeral along with the Holy Prophet 
Sitting beside the grave, he JUs-jib usii! wept so much that the earth was wet by the 
tears welling up from his blessed eyes. He j* then said: Make preparation for 

it (i.e. the grave). (Sunan Ibn Mcijah , vol. 4, pp. 466 , Hadis 4195) 
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Sayyiduna ‘Usman-e-Ghani wept seeing grave 

Dear Islamic brothers! You have noticed how the Holy Prophet conveyed 

the call to righteousness weeping with Divine fear. Despite being certainly and definitely 
protected from every sort of torment of the grave and the Judgement Day, my Beloved 
and Blessed Prophet jusaiii J* wept with Divine fear when mentioning the grave 

because of being fully aware of its matters. Likewise, in spite of being predestined to 
enter Paradise, Amir-ul-Mu'minin Zun-Nurayn compiler of the Quran Sayyiduna ‘Usman 
Ibn ‘Affan was also unable to hold back tears when visiting graves. 

It is stated on page 139 of the 695-page book ‘Allah Walon ki Batayn (volume 1) 
published by Maktaba-tul-Madinah, the publishing department of Dawat-e-Islami, 
‘(Sayyiduna) Hani («£. jus iAi &?), a slave of Sayyiduna ‘Usman-e-Ghani m jus &i>i has 
stated that Sayyiduna ‘Usman-e-Ghani ‘S-Lt- (jiao Khl when standing beside a grave would 

weep so much that his blessed beard would get wet.’ In the book ‘Al-Mawaiz-ul- 
1 Asfuriyah ’, this parable is stated in some detail. Therefore, when asked about the reason 
of weeping too much on seeing the grave, he replied, ‘I think about my 

loneliness; no one will stay with me in my grave.’ (Then, conveying the call to 
righteousness) he said: One the world is like a prison for will find his grave a 

paradise, and one the world is like a paradise for will find his grave a prison. Death is the 
message of release for one whose worldly life was like imprisonment. One who refrained 
from the desires of Nafs in the world will find its full reward in the Hereafter. A better 
person is one who leaves the world before the world leaves him, and who is pleased with 
his Creator before meeting Him. Everyone will be treated in his grave as per his worldly 
life. That is, if he spends his life performing good deeds, he will find comforts in his 
grave but if he meets his doom committing evils, he will face torment and retribution. 
( Maw’izah Hasanah, pp. 61-62) 



Grave may be garden or fire 

Dear Islamic brothers! The pious bondmen of Allah would deeply ponder over the inner 
state of the grave. On the other hand, alas, we often see graves but do not learn any 
lesson. If only we would also seriously ponder over our grave. Remember! Graves 
appearing similar to each other from the outside are not actually same from the inside. 
Someone’s grave is a beautiful garden while someone’s grave is full of fire, snakes and 
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scorpions. Also remember that the sensing ability of the deceased will remain intact in 
the grave. Therefore, the pious bondmen of Allah departing this life in the state of Iman 
meet the mercy of Allah JmS*-, enjoying immeasurably great pleasures in the grave. But 
those who displease Allah JWA and His Prophet is JisSAi J* by leading a sinful life 

face unimaginable troubles when buried in the grave. Since the sensing ability and sanity 
are intact in the grave, the deceased feels and understands everything. Power of seeing 
and hearing increases to a great extent, and the deceased is able enough to see and hear 
different things. He clearly sees his relatives and friends returning home having buried 
him. He even hears their footsteps. 

Loneliness in grave 

Just ponder! Even if no punishment is given to a sinner; and he is only buried alone in 
the dark grave, by Allah JwA, even this serves as a great lesson to learn. Ponder how he 
would pass the time. What will be his condition in the frightening, horrific and dark 
grave? Every rational person can realize it at least to some extent. This is just to make us 
realize the gravity of the grave otherwise a sinner can be inflicted with extremely 
excruciating punishments. Sayyiduna Masruq has narrated: When a thief 

or drinker or fornicator dies [without repentance], he is inflicted with two snakes that 
Continue to claw his flesh and eat it. (Kitab Zikr-ul-Mawt ma’ Mawsu’ah Imam Ibn Abid Dunya, 
vol. 5, pp. 476, Raqm 257) 



Just ponder! If a person is closed alive in the dark, frightening and horrific grave as a 
punishment of missing Salah only once or lying once or committing unlawful gazing 
once or listening to a song once or watching a film once or calling anyone names once or 
scolding someone angrily once without Shar’I permission or having his beard shaved 
once, what will be his condition? Indeed Allah-fearing individuals tremble even to think 
about it. If Allah JuW is displeased, who can bear the punishment in the grave? It is 
stated in Hilyat-ul-Awliya : When a bondman is buried in the grave, all such things come 
to frighten him, which he feared in the world, but did not fear Allah JWA. (Hilyat-ul-Awliya, 
vol. 10, pp. 12, Raqm 14318) 
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We seek refuge of Allah Js-W- from the punishment of the grave and Hell. 

Ker lay taubah Rab kT rahmat hay ban 
Qabr mayn warnd saza hogT karT 

Repent as the mercy of Allah is immense 
Or else punishment in grave will be intense 

(Wasail-e-Bakhshish, pp. 667) 



Do not be deceived by your youth 

Making individual effort and conveying the call to righteousness, Sayyiduna Mansur Bin 
‘Ammar Afeii Aji who was a famous Wall once advised a young man in these 

words: O young man! You must not be deceived by your youth. Many youths indulged 
in long hopes, forgot their death and delayed and ignored repentance, saying that ‘I will 
repent tomorrow or the day after tomorrow’. At last, they were buried in their graves 
and were not benefited by their wealth, slaves, parents and offspring. It is stated in verses 
88 and 89 of Surah Ash-Shu’ara part 19: 



fSj] C-dJL dLl (3 1 




The day when neither wealth nor sons shall benefit. Except he who presented himself 
before Allah, with a sound 1 heart. 



[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 19, Surah Ash-Shu’ara, verses 88-89) 



Milay khak mayn ahl-e-shdn kaysay kaysay 
Huway namwar bay-nishdn kaysay kaysay 
Jagah ji laganay kT dunya nahln hay 



MakTn ho gaye la-makdn kaysay kaysay 
Zamln kha gayT nojawan kaysay kaysay 
Yeh ‘ibrat kT ja hay tamdshah nahln hay 



JUI ail! 




The heart which is safeguarded from defective beliefs. 
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What is Qalb-e-Salim? 

Dear Islamic brothers! ‘Qalb-e-Salim’, i.e. the protected heart refers to the purity of the 
heart from evil beliefs. Commenting on the foregoing verse, a renowned exegetist of the 
Quran Sadr-ul-Afadil ‘Allamah Maulana Sayyid Muhammad Na’Imuddln MuradabadI 
has stated: One who is free from polytheism, unbelief and hypocrisy will be 
benefited by his wealth spent in the Divine path and by his pious offspring. It is stated in 
a Hadis: When a person dies, his deeds are discontinued except for three things - 
perpetual reward, the wealth benefitting people and pious offspring who make Dua for 
him. (SahTh Muslim, pp. 886, Hadis 1631; Khazain-ul- ‘Irfan, pp. 593) 



Mizan pay sab kharay hayn a ’mal till rahay hayn 
Rakh lo bharam khudara ‘Attar Qadiri kd 



Translation: All are standing beside the scale and deeds are being weighed. Save ‘Attar 
Qadiri from disgrace for the sake of Allah AAA. 

(Wasdil-e -Bakhshish, pp. 195) 



JUi all! 




Love for five and heedlessness from five 

Here are five Madam pearls conveying the call to righteousness and awakening us from 
heedlessness. The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah, the Owner of Jannah 
Jzsa ils jus has said, ‘ll>- j 1 5j+A Jp odj 3^ An era will soon come 
upon my Ummah when they will love five and will forget five: 

1. AUk 5j~A i 6)?A: They will love the world and will forget the Hereafter. 

2. QUJ-1 j jtdl y. They will love wealth and will forget accountability. 

3. Jlli-! j jjjD 6}3A j: They will love Creation and will forget the Creator. 

4. Zjyl\ oj— A 3 CpyM c’yAr. y They will love sins and will forget repentance. 

5 . ojkIA j jjAA' oj+A y They will love palaces and will forget the graveyard.’ 

(Mukdshafa-tul-Qulub, pp. 34) 
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Woh hay ‘aysh-o- ‘ishrat kd koT malial bhi 
Bas ab apnay is jahl say tu nikal bhi 
Jagah ji lagdnay kT dunya nahln hay 



Jahdn tdk mayn her ghari ho ajal bhi 
Yeh jlnay kd anddz. apnd badal bhi 
Yeh ‘ibrat kT jd hay tamdshd nahln hay 



Translation: Should a person make merry at the place where he is vulnerable to death 
all times? You must now come out of the darkness of ignorance and change your life 
because the world is not a place to enjoy but to learn lessons. 



jZJ- £ JUd ail I 




Repentance of songs and music 

Dear Islamic brothers! In order to gain Divine pleasure, to develop Divine fear in the 
heart, to increase the passion for the protection of faith, to meditate about death, to feel 
fear from the punishment of the grave and Hell, to remove the habit of sins, to act 
steadfastly upon Sunnah, to light a candle of love for the Holy Prophet in 

the heart and to enhance your enthusiasm for the neighbourhood of the Noble Prophet 
jiaiAi j* in Jannat-ul-Firdaus, always stay affiliated with Dawat-e-Islami, a global 
and non-political movement for the preaching of Quran and Sunnah. Travel every 
month at least for three days with the Sunnah-Inspiring Madani Qafilahs in the 
company of the devotees of Rasul, fill in the booklet of Madani In’amat daily performing 
Fikr-e-Madlnah and hand it over to the relevant responsible person by the tenth of every 
Madani month. 

Let me relate a summary of a Madani parable for you to get inspired. An Islamic brother 
from Hyderabad Bab-ul-Islam, Sindh has stated: I was a trendy young man enjoying the 
charms and attractions of the world. Engulfed in evil and immoral deeds like songs, 
music, films and dramas etc., I was very far away from Salah and Sunnah. Fortunately, 
Madani Channel was launched in Ramadan-ul-Mubarak 1429 AH (2008). By the grace 
of Allah Js-sA, I watched the serials broadcast on Madani Channel. Very impressed, I 
started watching most of its serials. I was once privileged to watch the Sunnah-Inspiring 
speech ‘Black Scorpions’. Overcome with Divine fear, I immediately made the intention 
of growing a beard on my face. When the speech ‘35 Blasphemous Couplets of Songs’ 
was televised on Madani Channel, I fearfully repented of songs on the spot. 
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When Bay’ at was conducted on Madam Channel, I became a disciple of His Excellency 
Ghaus-e-A’zam Sayyiduna Shaykh ‘Abdul Qadir JllanI becoming Qadirl. By 

the grace of Allah J«5s I have started offering five times Salah regularly. At the time of 
giving this piece of writing, I am further blessed and privileged to perform 30-day I’tikaf 
held in Ramadan-ul-Mubarak under the supervision of Dawat-e-Islami at Faizan-e- 
Madinah, the global Madani Markaz of Dawat-e-Islami. 

Madam Channel Sunnataun kl laye ga ghar ghar bahar 
Madam Channel say hamayn kyun walihanah ho nd piyar 
Ay gunahaun kay marlzon! Chahtay ho ger shifd 
On kartay hi raho turn Madam Channel ko sadb 
Is mayn ‘isyan say hifazat kd bahut samdn hay 
aIII dLa&l Khuld mayn bhi ddkhilah asan hay 



Translation: We have great love for Madani channel because it brings the spring of 
Sunnah to every home. O sinners! If you want to get recovered from the disease of sins, 
so keep watching Madani Channel. It will protect you from sins and will lead you to 
Heaven, 

(Wasdil-e-Bakhshish, pp. 205-206) 



JUd alii 




Crying when conveying call to righteousness 

Our pious predecessors would not miss any opportunity of conveying the call to 
righteousness. Even when walking or travelling, they would convey the call to 
righteousness. Sayyiduna Ibrahim Bin Bashshar has stated: I and Fasawi 

were going to Syria when a person suddenly came and said having made 
Salam to us: O Abu Yusuf! Give me some advice. Listening to this, he wept and then said 
conveying the call to righteousness: O brother! Frequent coming and going of days and 
nights indicate that your body is weakening, your age is ending and your death is fast 
approaching. 
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O my brother! You must not rest on your laurels unless you have known for sure that 
you have had a good end. Never get heedless because you do not know whether you 
would enter Heaven or Hell, and whether Allah Js-sS* is pleased with you because of His 
mercy and bounty or is displeased with you because of your sins and heedlessness. 
O feeble man! Do not forget what you actually are. You were an impure droplet in the 
beginning and would be a rotten corpse in the end. If you are unable to realize the depth 
of my advice now, you would soon do when buried in your grave where you would feel 
remorse but in vain. Saying this, he A ^ became silent and began to weep. 

Overcome with emotion, the advice-seeking person also began to cry. The narrator goes 
onto say that both of them wept so much that they passed out. Seeing this, the narrator 
also wept. (Zamm-ul-Hawa, pp. 437) 

Mujhay sachchT taubah ki taufiq day day Pa-ay Tajddr-e-Haram Yd IldhT 

Jo ndraz Til ho gayd to kahin kd Rahim gd na TayrT qasam Yd IldhT 



Translation: O Almighty! Bless me with sincere repentance for the sake of Your Beloved 
Prophet If You get displeased with me, I will be doomed. 

( Wasail-e-Bakhshish, pp. 82 ) 



jdJ- JUd all! JA 




Weep when you see anyone weep 

Dear Islamic brothers! Have you noticed the Divine fear of our pious predecessors? 
When conveying the call to righteousness, they would sometimes cry with Divine fear. If 
anyone even today cries with Divine fear when conveying the call to righteousness or 
delivering a speech or making Dua or reciting Quran or Na’at, this is indeed a great 
privilege for him. To have a bad suspicion about him considering him an ostentatious 
person is a Haram act leading to Hell. Therefore, no one should have a bad suspicion. 

Those burning in the fire of fury because of having bad suspicions about others will find 
nothing but their own doom. Sayyiduna Makhul Dimashql Aji ^ once said, 
‘When you see someone weep, you also weep with him. Don’t have the bad suspicion 
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that he is weeping ostentatiously. Once I had a bad suspicion against a crying Muslim, so 
I could not cry for one year as a punishment.’ (TanbTh-ul-Mughtarm, pp. 107) 



Ostentatious person is the biggest fool 

To assume without any obvious criterion that the person weeping in Dua etc. is an 
ostentatious one is no doubt a sin leading to Hell, but the weeping person should 
seriously ponder why he is weeping. If he suspects even a doubt about ostentation, he 
should avoid weeping. Certainly, an ostentatious person is a silly fool as he endangers 
the divinely-bestowed great rewards just for the temporary pleasure of being admired, 
praised and considered pious by people. Even worse, this disgusting ostentatious person 
does not often come to know whether the person he wanted to impress by his apparent 
piety was actually impressed with him or not. Even if that person gets impressed by him, 
and praises him behind his back, one rarely hears words in his praise. Even though 
someone praises him in his presence, this will cause further destructiveness to him. 
Believe me! If people become aware that so-and-so person is weeping or expressing his 
acts of worship for ostentation, they will detest him. This ostentatious person should 
now ponder how much Allah who is aware of everything would be displeased with 
him! 



Translation: I appear to be a virtuous person today but I will be utterly disgraced if my 
faults are exposed on the Judgement Day. 



Yad-e-Nabi mayn ronay wala ham diwano ko 
Lakh paraya ho woh phir bhT apna lagta hay 





Aj banta hun mu ’azziz jo khulay Hashr mayn ‘ayb 
Hdye ruswdyi kT dfat mayn phansun gd Yd Rab 



( Wasail-e-Bakhshish, pp. 91 ) 
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Deeds will go to waste 

Here are some verses and narrations, conveying the call to righteousness, with the 
intention of enhancing enthusiasm for avoiding ostentation and making others avoid it. 
Certainly, the deeds performed by the unwise ostentatious people preferring worldly life 
to afterlife will not benefit them at all. Quoted below, in this context, is the 15 th verse of 
Surah Hud with its translation from pages 418 and 419 of the sacred Kanz-ul-Iman 
published by Maktaba-tul-Madinah, the publishing department of Dawat-e-Islami. 
Allah Js-A^ has said in part 12 of the Holy Quran: 






Whoever desires the life of the world and its luxuries, We will give them the full 
compensation for their deeds in it, and will not make any reduction in it. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 12, Surah Hucl, verse 15) 



Commenting on the foregoing verse, Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Abbas Uiii has stated, ‘The 
ostentatious are given the reward of their virtuous deeds within their worldly life, and 
are not oppressed at all.’ (Tafsir Tabari, vol. 7 , pp. 13) 

Riya kariyaun say bachd Yd lldhl 
Band mujh ko mukhlis band Yd IldhT 

Translation: Ya Allah jwSd Protect me from ostentation and make me a sincere bondman. 



Ostentatious deed not accepted 

It is stated on page 16 of the 166-page book ‘Riya Kari [ Ostentation ]\ published by 
Maktaba-tul-Madinah, the publishing department of Dawat-e-Islami: The Beloved and 
Blessed Prophet JUs-jdbssfcjiss* Aid* has stated, ‘Allah does not accept the deed that has 
ostentation in it equal to even a mustard seed.’ (Attarghxb Wattarhrb, vol. 1, pp. 36, Hadis 27) 



Dikhaway say mujh ko Ilahi bachana 
Mujhay Apnl rahmat say mukhlis banana 
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Translation: Ya Allah AmA! Save me from ostentatious deeds and bless me with sincere 
ones. 

Heaven Haram for the ostentatious 

The Holy Prophet i J* has stated, ‘Allah _A:-A has declared Heaven Haram for 

every ostentatious person.’ (Jam’-ul-Jawami’ lis-Suyutl, vol. 2, pp. 242 , Hadis 5329) 

Dear Islamic brothers! The one departing this life with faith can be forgiven without 
accountability or be made to enter Heaven after being punished for sometime, 
depending upon the will of Allah j«A. Therefore, commenting on the part of the Hadis 
‘Heaven is Haram for the ostentatious person ‘Allamah Muhammad ‘Abdur Rauf 
Manawl Aii ^ has stated, ‘It means the ostentatious Muslim will not enter 
Heaven at the beginning.’ (Fayd-ul-Qadlr lil-Manawl, vol. 2, pp. 286, Hadis 1725) 

Klwtd-ayn mayrl ‘afw Ghaffdr ker day 
Riycl kdriyaun say Til bayzar ker day 

Translation: Ya Ghaffar! Forgive my misdeeds and free me from ostentation. 

Example of ostentation 

Elaborating on ostentation with the help of an example, Hujj at- ul- Islam Sayyiduna Imam 
Abu Hamid Muhammad Bin Muhammad Bin Muhammad Ghazall has said: 

If a person keeps standing before the king all day long like a servant, but his aim is not to 
gain the closeness of the king but to look at his maiden, this is certainly a disrespect to 
the king. Now ponder! How detestable and despicable it would be to worship Allah A-sA 
to impress a weak and helpless bondman of His who can cause neither loss nor benefit! 
(Ihyd-ul-‘Ulum, vol. 3, pp. 369) 



Ikhlas naykiyaun mayn ay Rab-e-Karim 
‘Aql-e-salTm day mujhay qalb-e-sallm day 



Translation: Ya Rab JvsA! Bless me with sincere deeds, ‘Aql-e-Sallm and Qalb-e-Sallm. 
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Definition of Riya [ostentation] 

After we have acquired some knowledge about the destructiveness of ostentation, let’s 
now learn its definition. The definition of sinful ostentation is as follows: ‘To perform 
worship with any intention other than the pleasure of Allah J*sA.’ In other words, 
ostentation is to perform worship with the intention of informing people about worship 
so that the ostentatious person can get money from them or be praised or considered 
pious or treated with respect by them. (Az-Zawajir, vol. 1, pp. 76) 

80 Examples of ostentation 

(Although the examples given below are of ostentation, the rulings of many of them may 
be changed because of a difference in intention.) 

11 Examples of ostentation regarding Salah 

1. To offer Salah regularly so that people will consider him very steadfast in Salah. 

2. For a Hafiz to lead Tarawlh Salah for money. 

3. To attend the Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima’ or offer $alah with Jama’at or do $ada-e- 
Madlnah (i.e. wake up Muslims for $alat-ul-Fajr) on the day of one’s marriage or on 
the occasion of funeral at one’s home so that people will admire and praise him 
saying such a sentence as ‘Great! He has performed virtuous deeds even on such an 
occasion!’ (Nevertheless, he habitually misses these deeds on other days.) 

4. To offer $alah calmly with the humility of the heart and the body in the presence of 
people to impress them. 

5. If a person who has attended the Ijtima’-e-Zikr-o-Na’at at some sacred night or has 
offered Salat-ut-Tahajjud, rubs his eyes or stretches during the day in the presence 
of people so that they will come to know that he has not slept at night but has stayed 
awake performing good deeds, this is an indication of ostentation. 

6. To offer Ishraq, Chasht, Awwabin and Tahajjud in the presence of people so that 
they will regard him a very keen offerer of Nafl Salah. 
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7. If a person is considered a regular offerer of Tahajjud and an observer of Nafl fasts, 
but in fact, he is not so, there may be a risk of ostentation for him. For example, 
when introduced to people as a performer of these virtuous deeds, he lowers his 
head with a smile on his face giving the impression as if he performs these deeds. It 
is an obvious example of ostentation. 

8. If someone who has woken up to offer Tahajjud coughs loudly or does other things 
so that his wife or other family members can wake up and be impressed to see him 
offer Tahajjud, it is an example of ostentation. 

9. To stay late at Masjid after offering Salah so that people can consider him a pious 
person. 

10. To offer Salah regularly in the first row of Masjid so that people will praise him and 
be impressed with him. 

11. To express regret in the presence of people for missing the first row or Jama’at so 
that people will consider him very enthusiastic about the first row and Jama’at. 

18 Examples of ostentation for preachers 

1. To deliver a speech in an Ijtima’ etc. so that people will praise his speech and call 
him a good preacher. 

2. To say emotive sentences in a loud roaring voice during the speech or to recite 
couplets in an enthusiastic way so that the audience will praise the speech by calling 
him a great preacher, saying <uil ^42-2, Marhaba etc. 

3. To use captivating sentences, complicated words and Arabic sayings during the speech 
so that people will consider him a learned preacher and be impressed with him. 

4. To say such sentences at the beginning of the speech as: I have been continuously 
travelling for six days; I had to travel for 13 hours before I reached here; I am very 
exhausted, have not yet eaten meal but have come here to deliver speech etc. The 
preacher says such things so that people will consider him a sincere preacher 
making sacrifices in the Divine path. 
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5. To say such things - for example: I have been travelling with Madani Qafilahfor 25 
months; I am Waqf-e-Madinah (i.e. one who has devoted his entire life to Madani 
Qafilahs); I have been delivering speeches since the very first day; I have been 
continuously attending Madani meetings for several days, I have been travelling with 
two (or four) Madani Qafilahfor 3 days every month. To say these things intending 
to earn respect and praise so that people can consider him an ideal preacher who 
makes sacrifices for Islam. 

6. To deliver 50 or 100 Dars from Faizan-e-Sunnat in a day under emotionalism so 
that people will appreciate and praise him in the name of encouragement, and so 
that the responsible Islamic brothers of Dawat-e-Islami will pat him on the back 
and give him gifts. 

7. To deliver a speech excellently and eloquently in the presence of some renowned or 
rich person so that he will get impressed with the preacher and will praise him. 

8. To establish relations with some politician, minister or renowned or rich person so 
that people will become aware of it or he will himself tell them that so and so 
politician etc. is impressed with him, requests him for Dua, kisses his hand or treats 
him with respect. 

9. To try to persuade some minister or officer to come to the house of the preacher so 
that people will come to know that officers are impressed with him, and come to his 
house for Dua or blessings. 

10. To advise some officer or rich person or point out his mistakes, giving the impression 
that he (the preacher) is not overawed even by the influential and powerful people, 
and feels no fear in expressing the commandment of Shari’ah before anyone. 

11. If a preacher has ever inspired a rich and renowned person to grow a beard or has 
persuaded a notorious person to repent of sins, and then mentions this incident to 
Islamic brothers or during his speech so that people will get impressed with him, it 
is also an indication of ostentation. 

12. To keep eyes lowered, whilst sitting with people or delivering a speech or doing 
conversation with others, so that people will get impressed with him, considering 
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that he keeps his eyes lowered with modesty and has applied a Madani guard to his 
eyes (whereas his eyes roam and wander everywhere when he is not with people). 

13. To practice offering Salah calmly and humbly or keeping eyes lowered in loneliness 
so that he can do so when among people, impressing them with him. (This is double 
ostentation because the practice done in loneliness was not for the pleasure of Allah 

but for making people consider him a pious person). 

14. To fill in the booklet of Madani In’amat regularly performing Fikr-e-Madinah and 
to reveal to others the number of Madani In’amat the preacher is practicing so that 
people will praise him and mention him as an example to others, saying that so- 
and-so preacher steadfastly acts upon all or most Madani In’amat. 

15. To serve Islam, to travel with Madani Qafilahs and to make religious endeavours 
bearing hardships so that people will praise the sacrifices he has made and will 
consider him an active and enthusiastic preacher. 

16. To travel to the various countries of the world in Divine path so that people will 
praise the sacrifices he has made, mention him as an example to others and call him 
an international preacher. 

17. To do Sada-e-Madinah regularly, i.e. wake up Muslims for Salat-ul-Fajr, so that 
people will praise him saying such sentences as: He is not afraid of dark and dogs ; 
nor can cold and rain prevent him. No matter how late he goes to sleep, he never 
misses Sada-e-Madinah. 

18. To convey the call to righteousness to someone or to prevent him from evils so that 
people will get impressed with the preacher and consider him a great well-wisher of 
the Muslims, saying such a sentence as: He is a religiously bold person and cannot 
remain silent seeing evils. (If only one would show this religious boldness at his 
home also and tries to have the privilege of reforming his family members.) 

16 Examples of ostentation for reciters and listeners of Na’at 

1. To recite the Holy Quran or Na’at in an Ijtima’ etc. so that people will give him money, 
food and clothes; or will praise his voice, manner of recitation, pronunciation or 
couplets. 
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2. To include lots of couplets from Hadaiq-e-Bakhshish etc. in the Na’at being recited 
so that people will praise him saying that he has learnt a large number of difficult 
couplets by heart. 

3. To recite Na’at without seeing the book so that people will praise him saying that he 
has learnt so many Na’ats by heart. 

4. To explain a difficult couplet so that people will consider him an intelligent and 
learned person. 

5. To recite unique couplets or to recite couplets in a newly-prepared or copied tune in 

a big Ijtima’ on some special occasion like a sacred night so that the audience will 
get excited saying raising slogans and causing even other Na’at reciters to 

praise him. 

6. To gain expertise in Na’at, recitation of Quran and speech so that people will call 
him an expert in all areas. 

7. To eagerly attend the Na’at congregation organized by some rich person or to recite 
Na’at in the presence of some religious or rich person or some official so that they 
will give the Na’at reciter money, and his Nafs will gain pleasure from the compliment 
paid by them. 

8. To go abroad to recite Na’at in the congregation held there desiring money and 
fame so that the title ‘internationally famous Na’at reciter’ will be used with his 
name and printed in posters. 

9. To recite Na’ats or deliver speeches on TV channels so that people will treat him 
with respect, invite him to their religious gatherings, give him the VIP treatment, 
call him a famous Na’at reciter (or preacher) of media or of so-and-so TV channel, 
and so that his VCD can be released, bringing him fame and fortune. 

10. To get his CD or VCD released for the purpose of becoming a renowned Na’at reciter 
(or preacher). 

11. To pretend to weep or wear a weeping look or flutter eyes or close them tightly 
trying to make tears fall from them or wipe eyes repeatedly, whilst delivering or 
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listening to a speech, or making or conducting Dua, or reciting or listening to 
Munajat or Na’at, so that people will be attracted by him and look at him with 
praising eyes. 

12. To sit on the front in an Ijtima’-e-Zikr-o-Na’at, sway decently whilst Na’at is being 
recited, say Z)' ^11 loudly or raise slogans so that people will consider him a 
devotee of Rasul. 

13. To attract the attention of the audience by crying and making commotion whilst 
Na’at or Munajat is being recited. If a person who had been under an overwhelming 
condition during Na’at or Munajat continues to shake his hands or feet violently 
despite the overwhelming condition dying down just to avoid such remarks from 
people as: He has been normal very soon!, this is also an indication of ostentation. 
Similarly, to fall or writhe around on the floor so that people will feel pity for him or 
try to bring him round or give him water, but he pretends to regain consciousness 
gradually so that people will consider him a great devotee of Rasul, this is also 
ostentation. 

14. To utter the word ‘Madinah’ repeatedly or weep in the grief of being away from 
Madinah so that people will call him ‘a devotee of Madinah’ 

15. To attend an Ijtima’-e-Zikr-o-Na’at just to eat the meal served to the attendees. 

16. To include one’s pseudonym in the last couplet of the Na’at, Manqabat, Munajat 
etc. one has written so that one will enjoy popularity and appreciation as an 
excellent poet. 

3 Examples of ostentation for those spending money on Divine path 

1. To donate money for religious activities so that people will call the donor a generous 
person. 

2. To dole out charity to the poor so that they will gather round him, beseeching. 

3. To serve and help patients, those in trouble and flood victims etc. so that people will 
call him a well-wisher of the troubled and a sincere social worker. 
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32 Miscellaneous examples of ostentation 

1. To learn the art of the recitation of Quran so that people will call him a good Qari. 

2. To maintain intonation [i.e. the rise and fall of voice] and other rules of recitation 
during Ijtima’at according to the number of attendees so that they will get impressed. 
(If an Imam does so during Jahrl Salah with the same intention, he should also 
rectify his intention. If only we all would maintain these rules of recitation while 
offering SirrI Salah also.) 

3. To use demeaning words for oneself such as a sinful or worthless person so that 
people will consider him a humble-natured person, praising his humility. (To use 
such words for oneself without the willingness of the heart is hypocrisy besides 
ostentation.) 

4. To meet people warmly and politely so that people will consider him a sociable and 
well-mannered person. 

5. To wipe tears from eyes, when weeping during Du’ a etc in the presence of others, so 
that people will get the impression that he is wiping tears to avoid ostentation. 

6. To say such sentences to impress others as: I am very fearful of sins, I am in constant 
fear of losing my faith, how can I face accountability on the Day of Judgement! 

7. To say such sentences to give the impression of asceticism and piety as: I avoid 
meeting the rich and renowned people. (If he has said this sentence looking down 
upon the rich etc., it will lead him to the sin of arrogance in addition to ostentation.) 

8. To have a sad look on the face or say consoling sentences to those in trouble so that 
people will consider him a kind-hearted and sympathetic person. (To do so with the 
intention of comforting a troubled Muslim and that of gaining Divine pleasure is an 
act of worship and reward of the Hereafter.) 

9. To hold a rosary in a way that makes people see it or recite Salat-'Alan-Nabi and 
other Wazaif moving lips or loud enough for others to hear, so that people will 
consider him a pious person. 
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10. To act upon Sunnah properly, when eating, drinking, standing up or sitting etc. in 
the presence of others, so that people will consider him a steadfast follower of 
Sunnah. If only we would develop the mindset of acting upon Sunnah whilst eating, 
drinking and doing other things in loneliness. 

11. To eat less, when in a gathering or in the presence of others, so that people will 
consider him a less-eating person and a steadfast follower of Sunnah. (Sadly, this 
ostentatious person when eating with his family members or with his close friends, 
devours even others’ share.) 

12. To tell one’s own virtuous deeds to someone and then ask him not to tell them to 
anyone so that he will get impressed and will consider him a sincere person not 
wanting his deeds to be revealed to others. 

13. To use the title ‘Hafiz’ with one’s own name so that people will admire him saying 
dlilfLAU, treat him with respect and request him to make Du’a for them. (If there is 
no intention of ostentation, it is not prohibited for the Hafiz to use the word ‘Hafiz’ 
with his name.) 

14. To perform I’tikaf in Ramadan or recite the Holy Quran in the presence of others or 
make Du’a in an extremely humble manner so that people will consider him a pious 
person. 

15. To perform I’tikaf in Ramadan so that he can eat food for free, at Sahri and Iftari, 
gifted to Mu’takifin in the Masjid. 

16. To take a prominently active part in the funeral rites of some deceased person 
including funeral procession and burial so that people, especially the relatives of the 
deceased, get impressed with him and consider him a pious and cooperative person. 

17. To participate enthusiastically in virtuous deeds so that people will consider him 
very fond of good deeds. 

18. To relate one’s own religious services to others so that they will consider him a 
zealous preacher, acknowledging him as a great religious personage. For example, 
saying such sentences to allude to his superiority as: I have been promoting the call 
to righteousness for fifteen years; I remained in so-and-so position of responsibility in 
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Dawat-e-Islami for a long time; I did Madam activities in many areas or countries; I 
inspired hundreds of Islamic brothers to grow beards, wear turban and do Madani 
activities; I groomed them; I have inspired so-and-so responsible Islamic brothers to 
join the Madam environment etc. 

19. If someone comes across a wise and nice piece of advice while studying, and keeps it 

secret from others for the purpose of relating it to attendees in a big Ijtima’ so that 
they will raise slogans Asl praise him and acknowledge him as a learned 

preacher, this is an indication of ostentation. 

20. To inform others that one is an honorary Imam or religious teacher so that they will 
get impressed and honour him. 

21. To call Azan very melodiously in Ijtima’at or at sacred night so that people will 
praise his voice and melody. 

22. If a person who is a religious student or a Hafiz of Quran or an Imam or a Muazzin 
or a preacher etc. expresses his religious status whilst purchasing something or 
hiring someone for a paid work so that the latter will give him a discount or will not 
take money from him, this is an indication of ostentation. 

23. To include admonitory quotes, captivating parables and nice Madani pearls in the 
book or booklet one is writing, with the intention of being admired and appreciated. 

24. To tell people the number of performed Hajj and Umrahs, the amount of daily 
recitation of Quran, all the observed fasts in Rajab and Sha’ban and other Nafl fasts, 
Nafl Salah and Salat-‘Alan-Nabi recited in abundance so that people will admire 
him and treat him with respect. 

25. To inform others that one has read so many small and big books whether 
mentioning or without mentioning their names so that they will consider him fond 
of religious knowledge and will mention him as an example to others. 

26. To perform Hajj or let others know that one has performed it so that they will call 
him Haji Sahib, come to meet him, implore him to make Dua for them, offer him 
garlands and give him gifts etc. (If one has no intention of being treated with respect 
and given gifts but rather he has good intentions such as expressing gratitude for a 
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Divine bounty etc. there is no prohibition for him to let others know about his Hajj, 
to hold ‘Mahfil-e-Madinah’ and to invite his relatives and friends etc. It is an act of 
reward of the Hereafter for him in this case.) 

27. To treat Sayyids [the descendants of the Holy Prophet] with respect kissing their 
hands so that Sayyids will value him or people will call him an admirer of the family 
of the Holy Prophet 

28. To visit the shrines of Awliya or attend their ‘Urs prominently so that people will 
call him a devotee of the Awliya. 

29. To mention Ghaus-e-A’zam ku# repeatedly or arrange Niyaz [reward- 

donating ritual] on 11 th Rabi’-ul-Ghaus or recite his Manqabat enthusiastically so 
that people will consider him a devotee of Ghaus-e-A’zam. 

30. To serve one’s Murshid, to mention to people the services one has made to his 
Murshid and to remain close to him so that people will consider him a close 
disciple, a favourite and a special servant of his Murshid and will treat him with 
respect, kiss his hand, offer him a prominent place to sit, implore him to make Du’a 
for them, give him gifts and money and request him to intercede with the Murshid 
for them. 

31. To eat the leftover of the Murshid quickly in the presence of others so that people 
will consider him fond of sacred things. (And, when alone, not to even touch it or 
pass it onto others). 

32. To stay silent or communicate in sign language or in writing in the presence of 
others so that people will consider him a serious and quiet person and an observer 
of the Madani guard to tongue. (But to roar with laughter when in home or with his 
close friends.) 

Ponder over foregoing examples considering definition of ostentation 

Dear Islamic brothers! Again look at the definition of ostentation keeping the foregoing 

examples in your mind. It is stated on page 629 of the 3 rd volume of Bahar-e-Shariat : 

Riya means performing (virtuous) deed for ostentation and Sum’ah implies performing 

(virtuous) deed so that people will become aware of it and will get impressed. These are 
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both very bad attributes which deprive the worship-performing person of its reward and 
lead him to sin besides making him deserving of torment. To impress people with 
worship desiring praise, fame and respect or to perform a good deed with the intention 
of getting clothing, money, food, sweets or any other type of gift are also included in the 
definition of ostentation. Furthermore, the foregoing examples also indicate a desire for 
respect and fame that are a big cause of ostentation. 

Essential clarification regarding examples of ostentation 

Remember! The foregoing examples of ostentation are aimed at motivating the listener 
and reader to detect ostentation only in their own deeds, not in those of others. 
Ostentation is in fact related to the heart and not everyone can be aware of the 
intentions of others’ hearts. Therefore, one should never have a bad suspicion about a 
Muslim by suspecting him to be involved in the evils described in the examples. To have 
a bad suspicion [about a Muslim] is a Haram act leading to Hell. Similarly, to look for 
someone’s sins, to search signs of ostentation in him and to reveal his faults to others to 
defame him are all Haram. 

Fear the punishment of ostentation 

Please check your virtuous deeds for hidden ostentation as it enters into a good deed 
slower than even the pace of an ant. It’s a fact that the pleasure lying in ostentation does 
not lie even in delicious foods and wealth but refraining from this pleasure is extremely 
essential because it can lead to Hell. Therefore, if anyone suspects even a bit of ostentation 
in any of his deeds, he should fearfully repent of it as the Holy Prophet ^>1^5 ^3 Id)! 

has stated, ‘Without doubt, there is a valley in Hell from which Hell seeks refuge four 
hundred times daily. Allah Js-W has prepared this valley for those ostentatious people 
from the Ummah of Muhammad ( JUs -jdb Jtas dii who are the Hafiz of Quran, give 
charity for [anything or anyone] other than Allah perform the Hajj of the house of 
Allah Jm 5& and travel in Divine path.’ (Al-Mujam-ul-Kablr, vol. 12, pp. 136, Hadis 12803) 

If any Islamic brother or sister detects ostentation, in their deeds, described in any of the 
foregoing examples, they should get it cured rather than give up virtuous deeds because 
one does not cut his nose if a fly has settled on it but rather he swats the fly. 
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Translation: Ya Allah Protect me from ostentation and bless me with sincerity. 

(For details, go through the 166-page book ‘Riya Kan published by Maktaba-tul-Madinah). 

aiil C-JLil (Jp IjL^P 

alii j\ ^ 

jJL^- (Jp ail I (Jp 1 jL^> 



Signs of ostentation 

Amir-ul-Mu'minm Sayyiduna ‘All has stated, ‘There are three signs of 

an ostentatious person: 

1. He is lazy in performing virtuous deed when alone but active when in front of 
people. 

2. He increases his deeds if praised but 

3. he decreases his deeds if criticized. (Az-Zawajir ‘Aniqtiraf-il-Kabair, vol. 1 , pp. 86) 



To condemn oneself before people is also ostentation 

Sayyiduna Hasan BasrI has stated that the one condemning himself in front 

of people (by calling himself a sinner or transgressor or wrongdoer etc.) actually praises 
himself (because people will consider him a humble-natured and polite person and will 
praise him). In fact, to do this [that is, to condemn oneself in front of people] is also one 
of the signs of ostentation. (Tanblh-ul-Mughtarm, pp. 24) 



Call to Righteousness 



49 



Do not ask about fast 

Sayyiduna Ibrahim Bin Adham has stated, ‘Do not ask your fellow brother 

if he has kept a fast because his Nafs will get happy if he says ‘Yes’ and will get sad if he 
says ‘No’ and both of these two things are the signs of ostentation.’ (Tanbih-ul-Mughtarin, pp. 24) 

Let others know of fast if necessary 

There is no harm in letting others know of your fast if necessary as the Beloved and 
Blessed Prophet J* has stated, ‘When a person is invited and he has kept a 

fast, he should say: I have kept a fast. (Sahrh Muslim , pp. 579, Hadis 1150) 

Commenting on the foregoing Hadis, a renowned exegetist Hakim- ul-Ummat Mufti 
Ahmad Yar Khan has stated, ‘Remember that it is better to hide a Nafl fast 

but to hide it on the occasion (when, for example, someone is invited to somewhere) will 
cause either grudge or grief to the heart of the host. Since it is also an act of worship to 
please a Muslim’s heart (with the intention of gaining Divine pleasure), the order to 
inform [the host] of the fast was given.’ (Mirat-ul-Manajlh, vol. 3, pp. 199) 



To buy things at the cost of piety 

Describing the forms of ostentation, Sayyiduna Ahmad Bin Hajar Makki Shafi’I 
has stated: The form of ostentation more hidden than even the foregoing one is that 
though one does not have the desire to inform people of (his good deeds), nor does he 
get happy if people get aware of his worship, yet he gets delighted if people make Salam 
while meeting him before he has made Salam to them, and meet him humbly and 
politely. 

Furthermore, he feels happy when people praise him, hasten to fulfill his needs, give him 
financial benefit while purchasing or selling anything to him (for example, he expects 
people to give him a discount or not to take any money from him while he is purchasing 
anything from them). When he comes to meet people, he expects them to offer him a 
proper place to sit (implore him to make Du’a for them, keep their voice down and fold 
their hands before him, and meet him very humbly). If someone treats him contrary to 
his above expectations even a little, he resents it because he considers his hidden 
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virtuous deeds very great. In other words, his Nafs desires being treated with respect in 
exchange for worship he has performed; and supposing that if he had not performed 
those good deeds, his Nafs would not have also desired being honoured. (Az-Zawajir 
‘Aniqtiraf-il-Kabair, vol. l,pp. 93) 



The way sincere ones avoid ostentation 

He ads jts5 has further stated: Sincere people always fear hidden ostentation. They 
make efforts to hide their good deeds more than the ones made by other people to hide 
their sins. The only reason of it is that they wish to make their good deeds sincere so that 
they are granted reward by Allah on the Day of Judgement in front of people. They 
know with absolute certainty that Allah accepts the only deeds performed with 
sincerity. They are also aware that people would be extremely destitute and hungry on 
the Day of Judgement, and their wealth and offspring will give them no benefit. However, 
the one brought to the court of Allah JmA with Qalb-e-Sallm (i.e. the heart protected 
from sins) will get benefit from these things. (Az-Zawajir ‘Aniqtiraf-il-Kabair, vol. 1 , pp. 93) 



JUd ali! 




Detect ostentation 

Dear Islamic brothers! We should all ponder whether we are lazy in worship when alone 
and active when in front of people or not. Do we unnecessarily inform others of our 
deeds? Do we brag and increase our righteous actions when praised for them? Do we get 
grieved and lazy in performing good deeds if not praised? Do we get pleasure while 
performing good deeds in the presence of people and get bored when alone? Do we 
condemn ourselves in front of people (by calling ourselves a sinner, transgressor, beggar, 
humble and mean person) just to impress them? Taking advantage of our Sunnah- 
Inspiring Madani outfit and preaching, do we purchase things from the shopkeepers 
impressed with us so that they will give us some discount or sell the thing to us for free? 
If someone gets reply to these questions in the affirmative, then he should repent at 
once, striving to create sincerity in his deeds lest he meets his death before he repents, 
and is thrown into Hell because of ostentation. 
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Blessings of repentance from ostentation 

A renowned exegetist Hakim-ul-Ummat Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan AAJi An has 

stated, ‘Remember that ostentation does not render worship unlawful (that is, offering 
Salah with ostentation will not be deemed as missing it), however, there is a risk of such 
worship being not accepted. If an ostentatious person sincerely repents of ostentation, it 
is not Wajib for him to repeat as Qada the worship he performed with ostentation but 
rather the unaccepted ostentatiously performed worship will also be accepted by the 
blessings of repentance. It is very rare to be fully free from ostentation. What one should 
do is to make Dua to be protected from ostentation without giving up worship for fear 
of being involved in ostentation. (Mirat-ul-Manajlh, vol. 7, pp. 127) 

Tayray raham-o-karam per as mayn nay bdndh rakhT hay 
Ban ummid hay Aqd! Karam rauz-e-Jazd hogd 



Translation: I have pinned my hopes on your mercy and benevolence. I have high 
hopes to be blessed on the Day of Judgement. 

(Wasdil-e -Bakhshish, pp. 127) 



JUi alii 







Get disease of ostentation treated 

Dear Islamic brothers! If we find the symptoms of ostentation in our heart, we should 
not delay its treatment after we have repented of it. If we attempt to heal our inner self, 
our outer self will also get clean. The Beloved and Blessed Prophet j* has 

stated, ‘One who heals his inner self, Allah will heal his outer self (as well).’ (Al-JamV- 
us-SaghTr lis-SuyutT, pp. 508, Hadis 8339) 



JUi all! 




10 Cures for ostentation 

1 . Get help from Allah JsW- by making Dua 
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2. Never get heedless of the harms of ostentation 

3. Eradicate the causes of ostentation 

4. Create sincerity in deeds 

5. Protect intentions 

6. Avoid satanic deception while performing worship 

7. Perform deeds in the same manner whether alone or with people 

8. Hide good deeds 

9. Keep the company of the righteous only 

10. Get into a routine of reciting Wazaif 

Let’s now have a look at the details of these cures. 

1. Get help from Allah A# by making Du’a 

The Holy Prophet has stated: ilc-ill Du a is the weapon of a 

Muslim. (Al-Mustadrak lil Hakim, vol. 2 , pp. 162, Hadis 1855) 

Make the following Du’a in the merciful court of Allah Av-A using this weapon in the 
war against satan: O Rab of Mustafa: Cure me of the disease of ostentation. Fill my 
empty begging bowl with the immortal wealth of sincerity. I have to face the enemy who 
sees me. I cannot see him but You are seeing him. O Allah AwAd Protect me from the 
deception of that enemy. O Allah AwA-! I seek Your refuge from being considered pious 
and ascetic by people, whereas I am actually deserving of torment in Your court. 

Mayra her ‘amal bas Tayray wasitay ho 
Ker ikhlds aysa ‘ata Yd IldhT 
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Translation: Ya Allah js-sJD Bless me with such sincerity that I perform each deed for 
Your pleasure. 



2. Never get heedless of the harms of ostentation 

Dear Islamic brothers! One should never be heedless of the harms of ostentation. 
Obviously, we like something for as long as it is beneficial to us, but once we become 
aware of its harms, we avoid it. For example, if some Islamic brother who likes honey 



mixed in it, he will never drink it fearing its poison, not even thinking of enjoying its 
sweet taste. Similarly, when a person informing people of his good deeds is praised; his 
Nafs certainly gets immense pleasure, even making him bear the hardship of worship 
easily. But if he is aware and alert to the harms of ostentation that are certainly deadlier 
than even poison, he will find no interest in this pleasure, but rather will find it easy to 
avoid ostentation. 

Poison causes harm to one’s worldly life only, but ostentation can endanger one’s afterlife. 
Isn’t it a big loss to be deprived of the reward of the good deed despite performing it 
with hardship? Imagine! What the condition of the labourer would be who has worked 
hard all day long but has been denied his wage because of doing it improperly! Alas! 
Besides being deprived of the reward, the ostentatious person is also deserving of the 
punishment of Hellfire. How unwise the person is who has sold the thing for free by 
which he could have earned millions! Likewise, how silly the worshipper is who attempts 
to impress people by means of the worship he has performed instead of gaining the 
closeness of Allah JwN It is as if such an ostentatious person has wished to gain love of 
people by disobeying Allah and has desired being praised by people ignoring being 
condemned by Allah JmK He has sought the pleasure of people by displeasing Allah 
and has sold the eternal favours of Heaven in exchange for the mortal world. 



(Wasail-e-Bakhshish, pp. 78) 






because of its sweet taste is informed that the honey he is going to drink has poison 
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Furthermore, to keep all people fully satisfied is like getting blood out of a stone. If some 
people are pleased with the thing you have done, some others may be displeased with it. 



Ya Rab AAA! Grant me the privilege of sincerity in my deeds and protect me from 
ostentation. 



Example of ostentatious person 

The person performing deeds to impress people is like the one who is heading towards 
the marketplace with his pocket full of grit [i.e. small pieces of stone], giving the impression 
as if his pocket is full of money. When people saw him with his pocket bulged, they 
began to admire him saying in amazement: Look! His pocket is bulging with money! In 
fact, this unwise person will get nothing except being temporarily praised by people. As 
soon as he takes out grit from his pocket instead of money to pay the price of something 
to the shopkeeper, he will be humiliated. Similarly, those ostentatious people performing 
deeds to impress others will get nothing except being praised, nor will they be given any 
reward on the Day of Judgement. (Az-Zawajir ‘Aniqtiraf-il-Kabair, vol. 1 , pp. 86) 



Translation: Ya Allah iA! We have tried hard to give up sins but have not yet 
succeeded. 



‘At a ker day ikhlas ki mujh ko na ’mat 
Na nazdik dye riya Yd IldhT 



(Wasail-e-Bakhshish, pp. 77) 





Bari koshishayn ki gunah chornay ki 
Rahay ah! Nakam ham Yd Ilahi 



( Wasail-e-Bakhshish , pp. 82) 
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3. Eradicate causes of ostentation 

Dear Islamic brothers! There is some cause of every disease. If the cause is removed, the 
disease will also be cured. In the same way, there are basically three causes of 
ostentation. If these three causes are removed, it will be very easy to avoid ostentation, 
jUsjiaiidL&e;!. The causes are as follows: (1) Desire for fame (2) Fear of condemnation (3) 
Greed for wealth. 

(1) Desire for fame 

To have a desire for fame and respect is a cause of ostentation. Condemning it, Hujjat- 
ul-Islam Imam Ghazall has stated: Fame is aimed at impressing people, and 

desire for it is the root of all evils. In order to suppress this desire, we should ponder 
over the harms of ostentation stated in blessed Ahadis. Here are four sayings of the Holy 
Prophet j* in this context. 

1 . Avoid mingling obedience to Allah Js-LA with love for being praised by [His] bondmen 
lest your deeds get ruined. (Firdaus-ul-Akhbar lil DaylmT, vol. 1, pp. 223, Hadis 1567) 

2. Love for wealth and status increases hypocrisy in the heart of a Muslim as water 
grows grass. (Ihya-ul-'Ulum, vol. 3, pp. 286, 342) 

3. Two hungry wolves do not cause as much destructiveness to the herd of goats as 
much destructiveness is caused by love for wealth and fame, to the religion of a 
Muslim. (Sunan-ut-Tirmizi, vol. 4, pp. 166, Hadis 2383) 

4. To like being praised makes man blind and deaf. (Firdaus-ul-Akhbar lil DaylmT, vol. 1, 
pp. 347, Hadis 2548) 

Do Fikr-e-Madinah like this 

Try to ponder (performing Fikr-e-Madinah) like this: If I become famous or am praised 
by people or enjoy their praising looks, though my Nafs will get pleasure from all this, 
these praising words and looks from people will not help me gain salvation on the Day 
of Judgement in the court of Allah Js-sS^ because these praising people would themselves 
be trembling with fear of punishment. Moreover, the praise given to me by them will 
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neither increase my sustenance nor my life; nor will it enable me to gain any high status 
on the Day of Judgement. Therefore, it is futile to have a desire for praise from such 
people. Why should I perform good deeds to impress these people! I will perform 
worship for the pleasure of Allah Av-A only, 1$-T- 



To like one’s false praise is Haram 

On page 597 of the 21 st volume of Fatawa Razawiyyah, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat A’la 
Hadrat Maulana Shah Ahmad Raza Khan cA A has stated: If (someone) likes his 

false praise, i.e. desires being praised by people with such attributes he does not have, it 
is absolutely Haram. Allah Js-sA has said: 






Do not ever think of those who rejoice for their deeds and wish to be praised without 
doing (good deeds) - do not ever think that they are safe from the punishment; and for 
them is a painful punishment. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 4, Surah Al-e-Tmran, verse 188) 



Aj banta hun mu’azziz jo khulay Hashr mayn ‘ayb 
Hdye ruswdyl kT dfat mayn phansun gd Yd Rab 

Translation: Ya Rab! Today, I act as if I am a respected person. Alas, I will be disgraced 
if my faults are exposed on the Day of Judgement. 

( Wasdil-e-Bakhshish , pp. 91) 



(2) Fear of condemnation 

Remove fear of condemnation from the heart. Keep it in mind that condemnation from 
anyone would neither cause premature death to me nor will it diminish my sustenance. 
If my Creator is pleased with me, then condemnation and annoyance of people will 
cause no harm to me. These are helpless and powerless people who can bring neither 
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benefit nor loss to themselves, and are not the owner of even their own life and death. 
Why should I perform or give up any good deed for fear of being taken to task by these 
people? I should fear the wrath of my Creator J«5£ only. 



(3) Greed for wealth 



In order to get rid of greed for wealth, keep it in mind that Allah JsW has power over the 
hearts of people as regards giving or not giving money to others. The people I am going 
to impress with ostentation are quite helpless. It is only Allah who is the real 
Provider of sustenance. The person having greed for the wealth of others is disgraced. 
Even if he manages to gain some financial help from anyone, he has to remain grateful 
to him. So therefore, when it is not certain whether I will be able to gain money or not 
by the ostentatious deed, and there is also a high risk of being disgraced, then why 
should I try to gain money from people by impressing them with good deeds! I 
will perform worship and all other good deeds just for the pleasure of my Creator 



Picha mayra dunya ki mahabbat say churn day 
Yd Rab mujhay drwanah MadTnay kd band day 

Ya Rab JsW! Free me from love for world and make me a devotee to Madinah. 

(Wasail-e-Bakhshish, pp. 100) 



( Jc- (JUi ail I Jv-d? 




4. Create sincerity in deeds 

The Beloved and Blessed Prophet j* has stated, ‘O people! Perform deed 

with sincerity for Allah as Allah J*-sA accepts only those deeds performed with 
sincerity for Him, and do not say this (deed) is for Allah JWA and for relationship.’ ( Sunan 
Ddr QutnT, vol. 1, pp. 73, Hadis 130) 
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No reward without sincerity 

Allah JsW- has said in verse 20 of Surah Ash-Shura, part 25 of the Holy Quran. Given 
below is its translation from page 892 and 893 of the sacred Kanz-ul-Iman published by 
Maktaba-ul-Madinah, the publishing department of Dawat-e-Islami. Allah 2U-W- has said: 



(3 ^2* 3 1 g i AjJP 0^*3 Ojj>- (•>*» 




6 ? 



Whoever desires harvest of the Hereafter, We increase the harvest for him; and whoever 
desires the harvest of this world - We shall give him part of it, and he has no share in the 
Hereafter. 



[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 25, Surah Ash-Shura, verse 20) 



Here is the exegesis of the different parts of this sacred verse, extracted from Nur-ul- 
‘ Irfan : ( Whoever desires harvest of the Hereafter ) that is, the one who desires the pleasure 
of Allah JsW- and His Beloved Prophet JUs-jib ssfeOtaSsbi j* and does not perform worship 
ostentatiously. ( We increase the harvest for him ) that is, We will enable him to perform 
good deeds, making it easy for him, and will give him countless rewards for his deeds. 
( Whoever desires the harvest of this world ) that is, the one who performs good deeds just 
to earn worldly benefit, becomes scholar or performs Hajj for fame and self-esteem and 
participates in Jihad for booty. ( And he has no share in the Hereafter ) because he had not 
performed deeds for gaining the reward of the Hereafter. In short the ostentatious 
person remains deprived of reward. However, the deed he performed is valid by 

Shari’ah. The Fard of the Salah offered with ostentation will get offered but no reward 

1 * 

will be given. This is the reason why the condition of if was stated. (Nur-ul- ‘Irfan, 
pp. 774) 



Allah f-ff renders deeds of sincere known 

The Greatest and Holiest Prophet ^ jus aii J* has stated, ‘If anyone among you 
performs a deed in a strong rock that has neither door nor skylight, still his deed will 
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become known, and what is predestined will take place under any circumstance.’ (Musnad 
Imam Ahmad Bin Hanbal, vol. 4, pp. 57, Hadis 11230) 



Commenting on the foregoing Hadis, a renowned exegetist Hakim- ul-Ummat Mufti 
Ahmad Yar Khan has stated, ‘Why do you ruin your deeds by ostentation? 

Perform deeds with sincerity and in seclusion; Allah Js-sA will make people aware of 
your deeds, causing them to consider you pious from the bottom of their heart. This is 
very tried and trusted. Some people offer Salat-ut-Tahajjud in seclusion but others begin 
to call them the performers of Salat-ut-Tahajjud. The thing is, the Nur [refulgence] of 
every virtuous deed including Salat-ut-Tahajjud appears on the face of the worshipper. 
This can be observed day and night. People call Ghaus-e-A’zam and Khuwajah Ajmayri 
( jusAii the Awliya of Allah Js-sA. Why? Simply because Allah JA;A has made people 
call them Wall. (Mirat-ul-ManajTh, vol. 7, pp. 145) 



Sincere person 

Here are four sayings of saints JusAjii&s?*. about a sincere person: 

1. Sayyiduna Yahya Bin Mu’az was asked as to who a sincere person is. He 

(Jiao cU)l replied, ‘When a person is like an infant who neither gets pleased when 
praised, nor annoyed when criticised, then the person can be called sincere. In other 
words, when he is indifferent to his praise and criticism like an infant, then he can 
be considered a sincere person.’ (Tanbrf-ul-Mughtann, pp. 24) 

2. Someone once asked Sayyiduna Zunnun MisrI ‘How can a person 

come to know that he is sincere?’ He replied, ‘Despite putting his best efforts into 
good deeds, if he wishes not to be considered an honourable person, [then he may 
be called a sincere person.]’ (ibid, pp. 23) 

3. An Imam was once asked, ‘Who is a sincere person?’ He replied, ‘A sincere person 
hides his good deeds as he hides his evils.’ (Az-Zawajir, vol. l, pp. 102) 

4. An other pious person was asked, ‘What’s the limit to sincerity?’ He replied, ‘[Its 
limit is that] you have no desire to be praised by people.’ (ibid) 
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Yaksan ho madh-o-zam mujh pay ker do karam 
Na khushi ho na gham Tajdar-e-Hardm 



(Wasail-e-Bakhshish, pp. 271) 



jUi 4li! 




5. Protect intentions 

So as to avoid ostentation, it is essential to protect your intentions. Every time you 
perform an action, ponder what you intend to gain by performing it. If you notice the 
smell of ostentation, rectify your intention at once, believing that only the deed performed 
for the pleasure of Allah Js-sSz- will be accepted. If someone performs a righteous action to 
impress people, he will get deserving of the punishment of Hell, let alone his action 
being accepted. Though satan will use every trick of the trade, it is highly essential to 
avoid an ostentatious intention and make a good one, removing satanic obstacles. 
Sayyiduna Na’im Bin Hammad has stated, ‘For us to be whipped on our 

back is far easy compared to making a (good) intention.’ (Tanbih-ul-Mughtann, pp. 25) 

Definition of Niyyat 

The literal meaning of the word ‘Niyyat’ is a firm intention of the heart. By Shari’ah, the 
intention of worship is called ‘Niyyat’. (Derived from: Nuzhat-ul-Qari Sharah Sahih Bukhari, vol. 1, 

pp. 226) 

Here are seven Ahadls highlighting the significance of ‘Niyyat’. 

Seven sayings of Mustafa 4# 

1. Deeds depend upon intentions, and for every person is what he intends. (Sahih 
Bukhari, vol. 1, pp. 6, Hadis 1) 

2. The intention of a Muslim is better than his deed. (Al-Mujam-ul-Kabir, vol. 6, pp. 185, 
Hadis 5942) 

3. A truthful intention is the most preferable deed. (Al-Jami’-us-Saghir, pp. 81, Hadis 1284) 
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4. A good intention will make the bondman enter Paradise. (Al-Firdaus Bima Saur-ul- 
Khattdb, vol. 4 , pp. 305, Hadis 6895) 

5. Allah bestows the world for the intention of the Hereafter but refuses to bestow 
the Hereafter for the intention of the world. [That is, He AAA grants worldly favour 
to the one making the intention of seeking Hereafter but refuses to grant afterlife 
favour to the one making the intention of seeking world.] (Az-Zuhd li Ibn Mubarak, 
pp. 193, Hadis 549) 

6. A truthful intention hangs from the ‘Arsh; hence when a person makes a truthful 
intention, the ‘Arsh begins to shake and the person is forgiven. (Tankh Baghdad, vol. 12, 
pp. 444, Hadis 6926) 

7. A virtue will be recorded for the one intending a good deed but could not do that. 

(Sahih Muslim, pp. 79, Hadis 130) 



Translation: Ya Allah Grant me enthusiasm for good intentions, make me a 

sincere bondman and forgive all of my mistakes. 



6. Avoid satanic deception while performing worship 

Dear Islamic brothers! Sincerity is the key to the acceptance of deeds. As it is necessary 
to create sincerity in one’s heart prior to performing the deed, it is also equally 
important to maintain sincerity during the deed because satan continues to put his 
satanic thoughts into our heart. Sayyiduna Fudayl Bin ‘Iyad o'54)i Aji aJx has stated, 
‘One who is not shrewder than even a wizard as regards his deeds will certainly fall into 
the trap of ostentation (laid by satan).’ (Tanbih-ul-Mughtarin, pp. 23) 



Achchi achchi niyyataun ka ho Khuda jaihah ‘ata 
Bandah-e-mukhlis band, ker ‘afw mayri her khatd 
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Avoidance from satanic thoughts in worship 

Three things are necessary to avoid satanic thoughts during worship: 

1. To detect the satanic thought 

2. To despise it 

3. To refuse to accept it. 

For instance, someone started Salat-ut-Tahajjud with good intentions. During the Salah, 
satan put his ostentatious satanic thought into the heart of the Salah-offering person 
that people would get very impressed with him when they became aware of it. It is now 
highly essential for the Salah-offering person to detect this satanic thought immediately. 
After he has detected it, he should also despise it considering the fact that the act of 
impressing people with the deed performed for the pleasure of Allah fb-W- amounts to 
inviting Divine wrath. He should then ignore the satanic thought. Although difficult, it 
is not impossible to avert satanic thought in this way. Admittedly, it looks very daunting 
in the beginning, but once a person is steadfast in it having patience for a long time, it 
becomes easy for him by the blessings and bounties of Allah JbsW What we are to do is 
to make efforts, success is granted by Allah JmS*-. In verse 69 of Surah Al-'Ankabut in 
part 21, Allah JsW- has said: 




__ ^ \ 






And those who struggled in Our path - We shall surely show them Our paths; and 
indeed Allah is with the righteous ones. 

[Kanz-uI-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 21, Surah Al-‘Ankabut, verse 69) 



Tu shaytan kay shar say bacha Ya Ilahi 
Ho dil waswasaun say safd Yd IldhT 
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Ya Allah JwM Protect me from satan and his deception. 



j? JUi all! 




7. Perform deeds in the same manner whether alone or with people 

Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah has narrated that the Holy Prophet j* 

has stated, ‘When a person offers an excellent Salah whether he is offering it overtly or 
offering it covertly, Allah Js-W- says that he is a truthful bondman of Mine.’ (Swum ibn 
Mdjaf, vol. 4 , pp. 468, Hadis 4200) 

Commenting on the foregoing Hadis, a renowned exegetist Hakim- ul-Ummat Mufti 
Ahmad Yar Khan has stated, ‘That is, he is not an ostentatious bondman 

but rather he is a sincere one. If he were an ostentatious person, he would offer the Salah 
excellently when in front of people and in a mediocre way when alone. As he has offered 
the Salah excellently even when alone, it clearly shows that he is a sincere person.’ 
(Mirat-ul-MandjTh, vol. 7, pp. 140) 



Imam should maintain rules of pronunciation in Sirri Salah as well 

Dear Islamic brothers! We should try hard to perform deeds in the same way whether 
alone or with other Islamic brothers. For instance, when offering $alah alone, we should 
offer it with the same humility of the heart and the body we offer it in the presence of 
people with. Similarly, when leading Sirri $alah (i.e. the one in which recitation is done 
in low voice) the Imam should maintain the same rules of pronunciation of recitation he 
does when leading Jahri Salah (i.e. the one in which recitation is done audibly). 
Furthermore, we should avoid the acts when alone we dislike to do when among people. 
The Beloved and Blessed Prophet JUs 4 = W iAi J* has stated, ‘Do not do the acts in 

loneliness you dislike to do in front of people.’ (Al-Jami’-us-Saghlr lis-Suyutl, pp. 487, Hadis 7973) 
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Bacha mujh ko shaytan ki makkariyon say 
Khuda bahr-e-Haydar riyd kdriyaun say 



Ya Allah AmA! Protect me from ostentation and satanic deception for the sake of 
Sayyiduna ‘Ali 



we hide our sins. The reward-bestowing Allah AwA is aware of our deeds. What else we 
need! Therefore, we should keep a wary eye on our Nafs after we have performed good 
deeds especially the hidden ones as our Nafs, with an impulse to reveal worship, may 
well try to entrap us into revealing to others the worship we have performed. Our Nafs 
may deceive us into assuming that if we do not reveal our deeds to others, they will not 
become aware of our high status, and will not follow us. And, we will not be able to 
guide them and promote the call to righteousness etc. 

If one faces such a situation, he should pray to Allah JmA for steadfastness turning his 
attention to the eternal favour of Paradise that will be given to him as a reward for the 
deeds he has performed. He should be scared that the one seeking something from the 
bondmen of Allah in exchange for the worship of Allah AwA faces divine wrath. 
Moreover, it is also possible that he get dear to people because of revealing his deeds to 
them but be disliked by Allah Js-sA, causing his deeds to be ruined. He should also make 
it clear to his Nafs that he cannot ‘ sell’ his deeds in exchange for praise given by the 
people who are themselves helpless and powerless, and can neither give him sustenance 
nor have any power over life and death. 

Hidden deed is preferable 

He should also keep in mind the excellence of hidden deeds as stated by our Beloved and 
Blessed Prophet in a Hadis, ‘A covert deed is preferable compared to an 

overt deed.’ (Shu’ab-ul-lman, vol. 5 , pp. 376, Hadis 7012) 






8. Hide good deeds 

Dear Islamic brothers! If only we would have the privilege of hiding our good deeds as 
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Situation in which deed can be revealed 

The person followed by people can reveal his deeds with the intention of motivating 
them provided he has no ostentation. By revealing his deeds with sincerity in this way, 
he is deserving of great reward. Here is a Hadis: The overt deed when followed [by 
others] is preferable to the covert deed, (ibid) 

Extreme humility 

Before one has revealed his hidden deed to others to motivate them or to express 
gratitude for a Divine bounty, one needs to ponder deeply over it especially in view of 
satanic tricks. When revealing deeds to others even with the foregoing intentions, one 
must be highly cautious lest he falls into the abyss of ostentation. Here is an example of 
the matchless humility of Islamic saints in this context. Sayyiduna Sufyan Sauri 
has stated, ‘I consider the deeds performed overtly as not being performed because it is 
beyond the capability of people like us to maintain sincerity whilst being seen by others.’ 
(Tanbih-ul-Mughtarm, pp. 26) 



Voice of recitation from every street of Basra 

Hujjat-ul-Islam Sayyiduna Imam Abu Hamid Muhammad Bin Muhammad Bin 
Muhammad Ghazali has stated: There was a time when voices of Divine 

Zikr and Quranic recitation would emanate from every street of Basra, inspiring people 
to these deeds. Coincidentally, a scholar wrote a booklet on ‘The Cryptic Details of 
Ostentation at that time, which resulted in all people giving up loud Zikr and Quranic 
recitation. Upon this, some people remarked, ‘If only that scholar had not written the 
booklet.’ (KTmiya-e-Sa’adat, vol. 2, pp. 692) 



Ostentation about unperformed deeds 

Sayyiduna Fudayl Bin Tyad Aji has stated, ‘In the past, people would be 

ostentatious about good deeds they performed but people today are ostentatious about 
the things they do not do.’ (Tanblh-ul-Mughtarln, pp. 25) 
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That is, back then, people would perform good deeds to please others but people these 
days do not perform good deeds; they just wear a look of the pious on their faces giving 
the impression as if they are pious. In fact, they are more despicable than even the 
ostentatious people of the past. 



Ya Allah Enable us to perform good deeds secretly and bless us with the pleasure of 
concealed worship. 



conveyed by them from time to time, one will be able to treat the disease of ostentation 
besides gaining many other benefits, Remember that one should keep the 

company of the righteous only, and should avoid the wicked people like the plague. The 
Renowned and Revered Prophet AiJ* has stated, ‘The example of a good and 

bad companion is like that of a musk-carrying person and the one blowing into a 
furnace. The musk-carrying person will either give some gift to you or you will buy from 
him or you will have rich fragrance from him, whereas the one blowing into the furnace 
will either burn your clothes or you will have foul smell from him.’ (Sahlh Muslim, pp. 1414, 
Hadis 2628) 



Naykiyan chap ker karayn aysi hidayat day Khuda 
Ham ko poshidah ‘ibddat kl Til lazzat day Klnidd 






9 . Keep the company of the righteous only 

It is a great privilege to be blessed with the company of the sincere bondmen of Allah 
and devotees of Rasul. By the blessing of their closeness and the call to righteousness 



Changay banday dT sulibat yarn jaywayn dukdn ‘Attardn 
Sauda bhdwayn mul nd layye hullay an hazardn 
Bitray banday dT suhbat ydro jaywayn dukdn lauhdrdn 
Kapray bhdwayn kunj kunj bayye chingan payn hazaran 
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(That is, to keep the company of a righteous person is like visiting a perfume shop where 
you will at least have pleasant fragrance even though you buy nothing, whereas to keep 
the company of a wicked person is like going to a blacksmith shop where sparks will fly 
up and fall onto your clothes even if you try hard to protect them.) 

Examples of immediate effects of keeping someone’s company 

Dear Islamic brothers! The company one keeps has its effects on him. For example, if 
you meet an Islamic brother who has tears in his eyes, a grieved look on his face and a 
sad tone in his voice owing to the death of some of his relative, you will also become 
grieved for some time because of being with him. If, on the other hand, you happen to 
meet an Islamic brother who is talking gleefully and joyfully with a smiling and shining 
face, you will also spontaneously share his happiness for some time. 

Effects of good and bad company 

Likewise, if a person keeps the company of those who do not care about their afterlife 
and feel no hesitation in committing sins, it is feared that he will also become heedless of 
his afterlife like them. If, on the contrary, a person keeps the company of devotees of 
Rasul who remain busy day and night making efforts for their reform to attain 
absolution in afterlife with their hearts shining with the refulgence of Fikr-e-Madlnah 
and eyes shedding tears with Divine fear, it is hoped that he will also whole-heartedly 
gain the very same spiritual condition, 



Translation: Ya Allah Protect me from the company of wicked people and make 
me a righteous person. 



Bun suhbataun say bacha Ya Ilahi 
Band mujh ko achcha band Yd Ilahi 
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Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami 

Dear Islamic brothers! There is no need to be worried about finding the Madani 
company of righteous people. Join the Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami, a global 
& non-political movement for the preaching of Quran and Sunnah. By its blessings, 
good manners will automatically become a part of your character. Every Islamic brother 
should attend the weekly Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima’ held in his city, and travel with 
Sunnah-Inspiring Madani Qafilahs in the company of devotees of Rasul. 

By the blessings of travelling with these Madani Qafilahs, one will get the opportunity of 
pondering over his previous lifestyle, making him feel remorse for the abundance of his 
sins and inspiring him to have the privilege of repenting of them with a heart anxious 
for the betterment of his afterlife. By virtue of routinely travelling with Madani Qafilahs 
in the company of devotees of Rasul, the habit of indecent and useless talking will be 
replaced by the recitation of the Holy Quran, Na’at and Salat-‘Alan-Nabi. Anger, 
intolerance and arrogance will be replaced by gentility, tolerance and humility with a 
passion for the respect of the Muslims. The greed for worldly wealth will be eliminated 
by a zeal for good deeds. In short, a Madani transformation will take place in the life of 
the one routinely travelling with Madani Qafilahs, Islamic sisters should 

also regularly attend the weekly Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima’ held for Islamic sisters in their 
city. 

Recovery from disease of heart and nose 

For your persuasion and motivation, here is a summary of a Madani parable full of the 
blessings of the company of devotees of Rasul. An Islamic brother from Moradabad 
(U.P. India) has stated: Before joining the fragrant Madani environment of Dawat-e- 
Islami, a global & non-political movement for the preaching of Quran and Sunnah, I was 
stuck in the mire of sins. I was a fashionable and immodest person and would not offer 
any Salah. The days of my life that were actually precious diamonds were being wasted 
heedlessly. 

Besides spiritual diseases, I had also got physical ones. I had a heart disease and an 
abnormally-long nasal bone which had caused prolonged agony to me. At last, the 
gloomy clouds of the dark night of sins cleared. What rescued me from the mire of sins 
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and led me to the path of virtues is a travel with a Sunnah-Inspiring Madam Qafilah of 
Dawat-e-Islami. By the blessings of the company of devotees of Rasul, a Madani 
transformation took place in my life, inspiring me to repent of all of my previous sins 
and guiding me to the path of Sunnah. 5j^sS\\ I was further blessed with recovery 

from the diseases I had. After the Madani Qafilah, my nasal bone became normal and 
my heart disease was also cured within a few days. 

Dil mayn gar dard ho dar say rukh zard ho 
Pdo gey farhatayn Qdfday mayn chalo 
Hay shifa hi shifd, marhabd! Marhabd! 

A kay khud daykh layn, Qdfday mayn chalo 



Translation: If you have a heart-trouble and are scared of it, just travel with Madani 
Qafilah, you will be cured of it. 

(Wasail-e-Bakhshish, pp. 612) 



JUd ali! 




Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see! When a wicked person of society was privileged to 
travel with a Madani Qafilah where he was blessed with the company of devotees of 
Rasul, he not only got reformed but was also cured of his physical diseases by the grace 
of Allah. jiiV His abnormally-long nasal bone became normal and he was also 

cured of the deadly heart disease. Let me also tell you a Madani cure for the treatment of 
heart diseases with the intention of gaining reward. 

Treatment for heart disease with Ajwah date seed 

Here is an incident, with some changes, published in an article of a local newspaper. A 
very high-ranking 84-year old military officer has stated: When I was 56 years of age, I 
got a heart problem. I wanted to keep my disease secret as it could affect my military 
career if leaked out. Hence I avoided medical treatment. After some time, someone told 
me a home remedy for heart diseases. He suggested that every morning I swallow with 
water half a spoon of the powder made from finely crushed seeds of the famous Ajwah 
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dates from Madinah Munawwarah. I received this Madani treatment, Aj My 
condition improved amazingly. 

He (the military officer) is still receiving this treatment (i.e. till 23-12-2010). Perhaps, by 
the blessings of it, he is not only healthy and active in doing household chores but his 
heart is also strong like a young man despite him reaching the age of 84 years. The same 
article of the local newspaper also contained that in 1995 a very famous personality of 
Pakistan was diagnosed as having three arteries of his heart blocked. Upon this, he made 
his mind to go to London for angioplasty. I (the military officer) told him the very same 
Madani treatment with a suggestion that he use it for 30 days. I also said if he did not get 
any benefit, he should go to London for angioplasty. Anyway, he received this Madani 
treatment and then went to London after a month where he consulted a world-famous 
cardiologist who advised him to have fresh tests done. Seeing his test results, the 
cardiologist remarked that he had no heart problem and needs no treatment. He showed 
his previous test reports to the cardiologist who refused to admit that both the test 
reports were of the same person. To cut the story short, the famous personality returned 
to Pakistan and began to receive this Madani treatment routinely. In 2009, he had his 
tests performed once again and compared them with previous ones. To people’s utter 
astonishment, from 1995 to 2009, there was no change in the condition of his heart that 
was perfectly fit. He is still receiving this Madani treatment and has recommended it to 
many of his friends. 

Nd ho dram jis bimar ko sdray zamanay say 

Utha lay jaey thori khdk un kay Astanay say 

(Zauq-e-Na'at) 



Madani In’amat 

In this sinful era, Dawat-e-Islami has devised a ‘way of becoming pious’ in the form of a 
questionnaire known as ‘Madani In’amat’. There are 72 Madani In’amat for Islamic 
brothers, 63 for Islamic sisters, 92 for male Islamic students, 83 for female Islamic 
students, 40 for Madani children and 27 for special Islamic brothers (i.e. blind, dumb 
and deaf). Countless Islamic brothers, sisters and students act according to Madani 
In’amat and fill in its pocket-sized booklet daily while performing Fikr-e-Madinah before 
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going to sleep (or at any other suitable time). By the grace of Allah JuW, hurdles in the 
path of becoming pious and avoiding sins are removed by virtue of adopting Madani 
In’amat. By the blessing of Madani In’amat, one will develop the mindset to 

adopt Sunnah, be averse to sins and have a yearning to protect one’s faith. 

In order to become a practicing Muslim, everyone should get the booklet of Madani 
In’amat from any branch of Maktaba-tul-Madlnah and fill in it daily while performing 
Fikr-e-Madlnah. One should also make a habit of handing it in to the local responsible 
Islamic brother of Madani In’amat by the 10 th of every Madani month, i.e. lunar month. 



Glad-tidings for those practicing Madani In’amat 

Dear Islamic brothers! How fortunate those acting upon Madani In’amat are! Read the 
following Madani parable and rejoice. An Islamic brother from Hyderabad (Bab-ul- 
Islam, Sindh) has stated under oath: At one night of the month of Rajab-ul-Murajjab, 
I was blessed with the great privilege of beholding the Beloved and Blessed Prophet 
J* in my dream. The blessed lips began to move and the following words 
were uttered: ‘Whoever performs Fikr-e-Madlnah daily in this month regarding Madani 
In’amat will be forgiven by Allah fuW.’ 

Madam In ’dmdt ki bin marhabd kyd bat hay 
Qurb-e-Haq kay tdlibaun kay wastay saughdt hay 



How excellent the Madani In’amat are, Mark aba! 
A great gift for the seekers of the closeness of Allah 



jfJ- JUi all! 




10. Get into a routine of reciting Wazaif 

Dear Islamic brothers! In order to avoid ostentation, practise as many of the following 
eight spiritual cures as are conveniently possible for you with Salat-‘Alan-Nabi once 



* Wazaif is the plural of the word Wazifah which means a set of sacred and blessed words recited usually in a 
fixed number for having spiritual or physical benefits. [Translator’s note] 



